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ABSTRACT 
This research aims to identify the kinds of racial discrimination in Hansberry’s A 
Raisin in the Sun and to reveal the reactions of the society toward the racial discrimination 
seen in the play. The theory of sociology of literature by Laurenson and Swingewood is 
applied as the guidance in order to achieve the objectives of the research.   
To analyze the data, this research uses qualitative content analysis method. The 
primary data of this research are some important expressions that are taken from 
Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun related to the objectives of the research. The data 
instruments are taken from some sources such as books, journals, and articles related to the 
sociology of literature and the racial discrimination in the 1950s. The data analysis was 
conducted through six steps: identifying, reading and re-reading, coding and categorizing,  
and  sorting  the  data,  making  the   interrelation  between  the description of  the data and 
the theory, and making an interpretation of  the findings. Triangulation technique was used 
in order to obtain trustworthiness. 
There are two results of this research. The first presents the kinds of racial 
discrimination found in the play: housing segregation, job discrimination, and educational 
disadvantages for African-Americans.  The second explains the reactions of the society 
toward the housing segregation, the job discrimination, and the absence of identity as 
African-Americans. The reactions toward the housing segregation are divided into three 
reactions; accepting the housing segregation, fighting to escape from segregated area, and 
maintaining the housing segregation. Furthermore, there are two reactions of the society 
toward the job discrimination. The first is being a self-employment and the second is 
accepting their condition as subordinate workers. The last is African-Americans’ reactions 
toward the absence of identity. The minority of African-Americans chooses to learn their 
identity as African-Americans whereas the rest ignores it. These reactions can be regarded as 
good illustrations of how the society reacts toward the practice of racial discrimination as the 
social issue. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Research 
Literature can be regarded as a way for human beings to express their 
beliefs, experiences, and ideas. That is why literature contains many aspects of 
life. It contains the document of the values, thoughts, problems, and conflicts. 
According to Warren and Wellek (1956: 216) literature can be considered as a 
depiction of real life, manners, and time in which it was written. Therefore, 
many issues that happen in people’s life in a particular time can be seen 
through literature. The reader of a literary work may understand the socio-
culture of the society where and when the writer lives. However, it depends on 
the writer himself to focus the aspect of life which is going to be emulated in a 
form of a literary work.   
Play, as a work of literature, also imitates many aspects of life for there 
are problems, values, thoughts, and conflicts which can be seen from it. 
Danzigen and Johnson (1961) in Introduction to Literary Criticism state that 
diverse experiences of living people can be imitated in the form of literature. It 
means that reading a literary work such as play not only gives the reader an 
enjoyment but also depeens and broadens important knowledge about the 
social reality.  The incarnation of the social reality in a play depends on the 
writer’s view toward the reality. Hence, a literary work can be regarded as an 
assimilation of both reality and imagination.   
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In the world, there are many social problems and conflicts of human 
beings. One of the great conflicts that have ever happened is the issue of 
slavery, which happened in America. This issue brought America to the civil 
war, the war between South America and North America (Reitz, par. 1, 2012). 
He further explains that the South aimed to support and to continue the slavery 
while the North wanted to abolish it. This war was won by the North and 
resulted the abolishment of the slavery. However, even though the slavery was 
abolished, the practice of racial discrimination continued in a different type.  
The racial discrimination towards African-Americans is one of the 
social issues that often be imitated in the form of literature. There are many 
famous writers such as Ralph Ellison, Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, and 
Alice Walker who often deliver the problems of racial discrimination toward 
African-Americans in their works.  Among those famous writers, Lorrain 
Hansberry can also be considered as one of the important writers in the 
twentieth century. Her play, A Raisin in the Sun, became the first play that was 
written by an African-American woman to be produced on Broadway; it made 
her won New York Drama Critics Circle Award for the best play (Burris, 
Par.1, 2014).  
Lorrain Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun is one of the literary works 
that reflects racial discrimination in America. It was first published in 1959 by 
Random House. The play focuses on the issue of racial discrimination in the 
South Side of Chicago in the 1950s. Although Chicago is located in the North, 
where racial discrimination did not exist by law, some issues related to racial 
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discrimination become the main issues in this play. It illustrates a family who 
faces the practice of racial discrimination in Chicago’s South Side. The play 
tries to show people’s misconception about the existence of racial 
discrimination in America. Many people believe that the issues of racial 
discrimination did not exist in the North. Also, it shows that even many years 
after the abolishment of slavery, African-Americans still dealt with the 
practice of racial discrimination.  
Racial discrimination is a critical issue that can harm the coherence of 
human beings. Cruz (1977: 67) states that racial discrimination is an unequal 
behaviour according on race that is embedded in social custom. He further 
explains that the practice of racial discrimination may embrace a housing 
segregation, redlining by financial institutions, and the practice of low-paying 
job. This is actually the main issue that African-Americans faced in the middle 
of twentieth century. As the impact of it, they suffered from discrimination 
that steered them into several poverties and miseries. The practice of racial 
discrimination in America made African-Americans had a tendency to be 
accused as criminals. Also, it was difficult for them to gain their right in many 
fields such as housing, education, work, law, and health.   
Since the issue of racial discrimination still happens until today, people 
should pay attention to this problem. In this era, According to Allen (Par. 4, 
2013), the practice of racial discrimination in America exists overtly in the 
school systems, communities, and prisons.  She further says that from 38% of 
African-Americans students, only less than 10% of them have white as their 
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peers. Thus, the issue of racial discrimination is still relevant to be discussed 
in a research as the media to increase people’s sensitivity towards racial 
discrimination. Moreover, the issue of racial discrimination in this research 
happens in the North, the place that participates in abolishing slavery during 
the Civil War.  
Lorrain Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun is chosen as the subject of the 
research because the play contains important information of racial 
discrimination. It portrays the real condition of the society and the problem of 
racial discrimination during the twentieth century. In that era, the practice of 
racial discrimination existed as a form of whites’ oppression toward African-
Americans. Many sacrifices were made by African-Americans to achieve 
goals of equality in every aspect of life. Many of them failed and were 
persecuted due to their colour and race, or beliefs. To understand the portrait 
of racial discrimination experienced by African-Americans in that era, the 
approach of sociology of literature is used. This approach can be regarded as 
the most appropriate approach among many approaches related to the relation 
of literary works with the society.  
Sociology of literature is the combination of both sociology and 
literature discipline. Laurenson and Swingewood (1970: 11) describe that 
sociology as the objective study of man in society, the study of social 
foundations, and the study of social process, whereas literature is the study of 
a literary work. Thus, this research tries to reveal the aspects of racial 
discrimination and to explore the reactions of the society as represented in 
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Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun. In order to find the relation between the play 
and the society, sociology of literature is used as an approach of the research.  
B. The Research Focus 
This research entitled “The Reaction of the Society toward the Racial 
Discrimination in America Seen in Lorrain Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun: 
A Sociological Approach”. It focuses on the problem and the reaction of the 
society toward the practice of racial discrimination in the play. A Raisin in the 
Sun is chosen as the primary source because it contains a good illustration of 
racial discrimination in the North America, the place where racial 
discrimination did not exist by law. 
Racial discrimination towards African-Americans was a critical 
problem that happens in America during the 1950s. At that time, African-
Americans did not have the same right as white-Americans in many fields 
such as housing, educations, jobs, and politics. However, they did not 
surrender to these situations, for many of them reacted in particular ways in 
order to gain equality. Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun depicts how African-
Americans react toward the practice of racial discrimination in the twentieth 
century of America. The play is mainly about an African-American family 
called the Youngers who faced the racial discrimination during 1950s. In the 
play, the problems experienced by the Youngers are caused by their race and 
skin. They are rejected to move into a white community. Also, they find it 
hard to have a proper education and to occupy a proper job. Most of the 
conflict that is presented in the play shows that racial discrimination can be a 
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problem for African-Americans to have their right in every aspect of life. 
These racist conditions create several reactions among the characters as parts 
of the society. Some of them react in order to have the same right as whites in 
housing, education, and employment while the rest chooses to accept and to 
ignore their condition as an inferior race. 
Since this research deals with the social process and change in the 
society, sociology of literature theory is used as the basic guidance in this 
research. It is used in order to analyse the reactions of African-Americans 
toward the racial discrimination as seen in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.  
Social process is a way of interaction that can be seen if individuals or groups 
of people interact with each other and decide the system that will happen if 
there are some changes resulting the broken of the system (Soekanto, 1982: 
54). The common form of social process is the social interaction, for it is the 
main requirement in shaping the social activities. One of the results of the 
social interaction is social problems; it may deal with some aspects of life 
such as education, racism, occupation, health, politics, etc. This research 
focuses on the practice of racial discrimination and the reaction of the society 
towards it as seen in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun. Thus, sociology of 
literature approach is applied to analyse the connection of the social process 
between the play, A raisin in the Sun, and the society when and where the play 
was written. The sociology of literature theory is taken from the book The 
Sociology of Literature by Laurenson and Swingewood.  
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Lorrain Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun represents the practice of 
racial discrimination in the twentieth century of America. The setting of this 
novel is in the South Side of Chicago during the 1950s. At that time, the 
practice of racial discrimination was still applied in the society. Whites and 
blacks lived separately as the result of housing segregation. In that 
circumstance, Lorrain Hansberry describes how difficult it was for African-
Americans to be equal with whites. Thus, this research deals with the reaction 
of the society towards the practice of racial discrimination as represented in 
the play. 
C. Research Objectives  
Based on the background and the research focus above, there are two 
objectives in conducting this study: 
1. to reveal the kinds of racial discrimination towards African-Americans as 
represented in Lorrain Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, and 
2. to reveal the reaction of the society towards the practice of racial 
discrimination as seen in Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun. 
     D. Research Significances 
The study is expected to give some theoretical as well as practical 
contributions: 
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1. Theoretically 
It is expected that this research can give a deeper insight about the 
practice of racial discrimination as a social problem towards African-
Americans. Also, hopefully this study will be a further reference and give 
better understanding on the use and the application of sociology of literature 
theory in analysing a literary work. 
2. Practically 
It is expected that this research will give a better understanding about 
sociology of literature approach that can be able to motivate the reader in 
general to understand the importance of literary works. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
A. The Sociology of Literature 
The sociology of literature originates from two different fields, 
„sociology‟ and „literature‟. Sociology, according to Laurenson & 
Swingewood (1970: 11), is the objective study about social foundations and 
social process. The aim is to study how the society becomes viable, how the 
society works, and how it survives. Laurenson & Swingewood (1970: 12) say 
that sociology concerns with the process of the social changes and the effect 
of these changes that appears on social structure. It means that sociology 
studies the changes in society and the relationship between people and the 
society. 
As with sociology, literature is also related with man‟s adaptation 
towards his social world and his desire to change it (Laurenson & 
Swingewood, 1970: 12). Not only does it deal with man‟s experience but also 
portrays issues of society. Related to the statement above, Wellek and Weren 
(1956:103) also explain that literature has the unique value of closely 
imitating the features of the times, and of preserving the most expressive 
representation of manners. Thus, literature can be regarded as the source of 
social events and histories of social phenomenon. It has a social role in giving 
information and understanding of social issues.  Therefore, although sociology 
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and literature seem different, it can be said that both sociology and literature 
complement each other in the understanding of society. 
Based on the explanation above, sociology of literature can be defined 
as the combination of sociology and literature. The similarity between both 
sociology and literature is that they have the same object of study, human 
beings and their surroundings. Laurenson & Swingewood (1970: 12) state that 
sociology of literature tries to explore the relationship of man and his 
surrounding such as family, politics, the state, and the conflicts between 
groups and social classes in the social world. It becomes a field of discipline 
that is used to reveal the meaning of a literary work. In analysing a literary 
work, Laurenson and Swingewood (1970: 13) say that sociology of literature 
sees a literary work as a documentary aspect that provides the mirror of the 
society in a certain period of time. Thus, there are many researchers using this 
kind of discipline to analyse or to reveal the social phenomena about how a 
literary work is used as the medium to explain the social systems and social 
changes in a particular society.  
There are two tendencies that the sociologist of literature can do in 
analysis a literary work. The first is focusing on the intrinsic aspect. In this 
case, the researcher tries to relate the intrinsic aspects of a literary work such 
as plot, setting, characters, theme, etc. - with the social background when and 
where it produces. Lowenthal (in Laurenson & Swingewood, 1970: 14) says 
that it is the obligation of the sociologist of literature to connect the experience 
of the imaginary characters and situations of the writer to the historical 
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situation from which they originate. It means that the role of the researcher, 
when he uses this approach, is to explore the messages in a literary work by 
relating the intrinsic aspects of the text with the social background of the 
society when and where the text was written. The second tendency focuses on 
the extrinsic aspect of a literary work especially the social situation of the 
writer. According to Laurenson & Swingewood (1970: 18) the writer‟s 
position in society is very important as a contrast to his earlier social situation, 
and clearly likely to affect his creative potential in many ways. It means that 
various aspects of life such as social, political condition, economic, 
psychological, and so on can be regarded as the reason of the creation of a 
literary work.  
According to Laurenson & Swingewood (1970: 31) the development 
of the sociology of literature during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
tended to separate these two perceptions – positivism through the concept of 
Taine and the critical tendency through Marxist such as Lukacs and 
Goldmann. The first conception has begun with Plato‟s conception of 
imitation, which implies a view of literature as a reflection of society, but the 
first really systematic treatment of the relationship between sociology and 
literature is delivered by French philosopher, Hippolyte Taine (1828-93) 
(Laurenson & Swingewood 1970: 23). According to him, a literary work is not 
only an individual creation of imagination, the isolated caprice of an exited 
brain, but also a transcript of a contemporary manners and a manifestation of a 
certain kind of mind. It can be said that literature reflects an ascertainable of 
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facts and emotion that can be found from the foundation of society. On the 
other hand, social conditions of writings are surmounted and transcended so 
that the meaning within the text is unrelated to the condition of the literary 
work‟s reader itself (Goldmann in Laurenson and Swingewood, 1970: 20). It 
means that a literary work can be a mirror of the writer‟s society and condition 
that can be read by various kinds of readers. Goldmann further explains that 
only a great literary work that is written by great writer is worth to analyse in 
the sociology of literature. 
The sociology of literature is the combination of both sociology and 
literature that complete each other. Sociology is the study dealing with society 
while literature is the medium in portraying a particular society in a certain 
period of time. They, sociology and literature, share the same interest in 
human beings and its society. The sociology of literature tries to connect the 
relationship between the social processes in the society with the social aspects 
that are portrayed in a literary work. Social process becomes the main reason 
why the social issue is shaped. Therefore, this theory can be used in this 
research in order to analyse and to reveal the social issue that is portrayed in 
the play.  
B. Racial Discrimination 
There are various different races that live in the world. Sometime, they 
have to stay together as a society. However, it does not mean that race 
diversity in a society causing a good effect. Different traditions and customs 
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make them have different life styles, attitudes, physical appearances, and so 
on.  These conditions can be regarded as the beginning of the practice of racial 
discrimination.  
According to Karenga (1993: 275) racial discrimination is a rejection 
and deconstruction of the history and humanity of coloured people in gaining 
their right to freedom based primary on the specious assumption of race. It 
may lead to some ideas that some races are inherently more superior to others. 
Also, similar with Karenga, Archer (2000:3) adds that the manifestation of 
racial discrimination is shaped as a limitation of some racial groups to get 
access to some services such as housing, health facility, education, and 
employment. The practice of racial discrimination is usually experienced by 
the minority group in the society. They usually suffered from the practice of 
segregation, the limitation of financial condition, and the difficulties of getting 
a proper job. That is why the minority group is considered as the victim for 
they are treated unequal.   
According to Donnelan (1956: 1), one group of society that is 
discriminated can be seen from two characteristics. The first is that they are 
segregated from the society and the second is that they are forced to do 
whatever the superior class wants to do. People who are believe that his race is 
more superior usually refuse to give opportunities and rewards related to the 
skills, capabilities, and general merit of the minority race. Related to 
Donnelan, Cashmore (2004:345) also states in his book that the minority 
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group are judged solely on their membership of unclear group, which is 
erroneously though to have a racial basis. 
The condition above is actually the issue that happened in the United 
States of America. Williams (Par. 1, 2014) explains that in America, the issue 
of racial discrimination is strongly related to white-against-black 
discrimination. Africans who are troubled with poverty, overpopulation, or 
technological inferiority in their land are usually forcibly taken as slaves. It 
was white colonists who forcibly removed Africans from their homeland and 
brought them to America to serve as slaves on plantations (Williams, Par. 2, 
2014). This issue led America into the Civil War and resulting the 
abolishment of slavery. However, America was not free from racial 
discrimination and continued to struggle with it. Thus, in this exploration 
about the practice of racial discrimination, there are two divisions according to 
the time of the practice of racial discrimination in America. 
1. Slavery in the United States of America from the Emergence of 
African-Americans to the Abolishment of it. 
The history of racial discrimination in the United States of America 
cannot be separated from the practice of slavery in the early emergence of 
African-Americans in America. It began when the first African slaves were 
brought to the North American colony of Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619 by a 
Dutch slave trader (Williams, Par. 2, 2014). Originally, they were brought to 
help the American colonies to produce profitable plantations to build the 
economic foundations of the new nation. However, it became the background 
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of the practice of slavery that was practiced entirely in the 17
th
 and 18
th
 
centuries in American colonies.  
The number of African-Americans in the South America before the 
civil war was about one-third of the southern population. Most of them lived 
on a large farm or a small plantation. Slave owners wanted to make their 
slaves completely dependent on them. According to Eitzen and Zinn (1992: 
184) the slaves‟ owners have at least five mutual designs. First, they wanted 
total submission to emphasize their power. Second, they taught their slaves to 
be loyal and to accept the fact that they were more superior. Third, the slaves‟ 
owners used public as their media to show the sense of greatness. Fourth, they 
told their slaves that they were successful in financial. The last, they limited 
their slaves to have education in order to control their slaves completely. They 
were not permited to learn how to read and write. Also, many owners took 
sexual liberties with slave women. If there any slave who tried to disobey the 
rules, or be called as rebellious slaves, they were going to be punished brutally 
by their owners.  On the other hand, the obedient slaves were rewarded with 
favour. 
A movement to abolish the slavery started in the 1830s. It was led by 
free African-Americans and whites who opposed slavery. Some of them are 
important men such as Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, the 
founder of the radical newspaper The Liberator, and Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
the publisher of the bestselling novel “Uncle Tom‟s Cabin” (1852) (Williams, 
Par. 3, 2014). He also states that many Northern historians who opposed the 
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idea of slavery said that slavery was a moral wrong and some of them, who 
did not give a reason based on morality, believed that slaveholding was 
regressive, inefficient and made little economic sense.  
The culmination of the movement was the Civil War, the war between 
the North and the South. The North wanted to abolish the practice of slavery 
whereas the South wanted to maintain it. It started because of 
uncompromising differences between the free and slave states over the power 
of the national government to prohibit slavery in the territories that had not yet 
become states (McPherson, par. 3, 2014). Thus, the war finally began in 1861, 
five months after the election of Lincoln and ended in 1865 when all the 
principal Confederate armies surrendered, and Union cavalry captured the 
fleeing Confederate President Jefferson Davis in Georgia (McPherson, par. 7, 
2014).  Although the Union victory freed the nation‟s 4 million slaves, the 
legacy of slavery continued to influence American history, from the years of 
Reconstruction (1865-77) to the civil rights movement that emerged in the 
1960s, a century after emancipation (McPherson, par. 7, 2014). 
2. Racial Discrimination after the abolishment of Slavery until the Mid-
20
th
 Century America 
The result of the Civil War was the abolishment of slavery in America. 
However, the practice of racial discrimination was not abolished yet. The 
practice of racism after the Civil War was no longer justified the enslavement 
of blacks, but it justified second-class status for blacks as racial discrimination 
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and segregation. It can be said that the life of black Americans improved just a 
little.  
After the war, Constitution guaranteed rights to free slaves. However, 
the practice of slavery was merely replaced with racial discrimination and 
injustice that was mantained legally by Black Codes. The Black Codes denied 
the right of  freed slaves to vote, to possess any form of weapon, and to leave 
a job and move elsewhere (Reitz, Par. 2, 2012). He continuous that black 
Americans under the Black Codes were considered servants instead of slaves. 
A disobeyed African-American could be imprisoned if they disobeyed the 
Black Code. In the 1870s, the Black Codes were abolished when the federal 
government rebuilt the South‟s society and economy, called Reconstruction, 
and when reconstruction ended in 1877, Southerners began passing new laws 
enforcing racial segregation known as Jim Crow laws. Brown states that this 
law is the law that was perpetuated throughout much of the twentieth century. 
The term Jim Crow originated from the name of a character in an 1832 
minstrel show, where whites performed in black face (Lawson, Par. 3, 2010). 
He further explains that the characters in the show expressed racial prejudice 
against African-Americans depicting an uneducated, poor rural black person. 
Jim Crow was more than a series of rigid anti-black laws, for it was a way of 
life. Under Jim Crow, African Americans were consigned to the status of 
second class citizens because the law represented the legitimization of anti-
black racism.  
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Jim Crow laws strictly enforced public racial segregation in almost 
every aspect of Southern life. During much of the 1950s, the South was 
segregated by Jim Crow laws and led unofficial racial barriers in the North 
(Lawson, Par. 5, 2010). The segregation laws did not exist in the North, but 
racial discrimination by Northerners was widespread nonetheless. Racial 
discrimination in the North could be seen that black Americans could not buy 
houses in the same neighborhoods as whites and also economic opportunities 
for black Americans were greatly restricted (Lawson, Par. 5, 2010). Lawson 
adds that rather than through de jure segregation; most northern whites and 
blacks lived in separate neighborhoods and attended separate schools largely 
through de facto segregation.  
In the early 20
th
 century to the middle 20
th
 century, many African-
Americans moved from the South to the North. One of many popular 
destinations in the North was Chicago, the city that had already experienced a 
population boom after Reconstruction. The majority of African-American 
Chicago residents settled in the South Side neighborhood and discriminated by 
real estate system (Seitles, Par. 4, 1996). Also, according to Lawson (Par. 5, 
2010), the fact that blacks separated themselves from whites was not merely 
as a matter of choice or custom for it was caused by realtors and landlords 
who steered blacks away from white neighborhoods to kept blacks away from 
whites‟ neighborhood. He further says that in the middle 20th century, methods 
such as public improvement projects, redevelopment projects, public housing 
programs, and urban renewal policies were utilized to accomplish racial 
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segregation. It made the picture of the urban ghetto began to develop in 
Chicago.  
The urban ghetto is the condition where most African-Americans, who 
move from the South to Chicago, find themselves living in a narrow strip of 
blocks on the South Side; this neighborhood was initially named as the “Black 
Ghetto” (Layson and Warren, Par. 4, 2014). Further explanation by Seitles 
(Par.5, 1996), the emergence of the black ghetto did not happen by chance for 
it was the result of the intentional housing policies of the federal, state, and 
local governments and the intentional actions of individual American citizens. 
As the result of those policies, the creation of the urban ghetto had a 
lasting impact on America and it caused some consequences include a lack of 
capital in inner city communities, segregated minority neighborhoods, and 
minority families unable to find affordable housing in the suburbs due to 
government sponsored racism (Layson and Warren, Par. 4, 2014). Racial 
segregation soon became the de facto policy of local governments and 
standard operating procedure for individual landowners. 
At that time, Chicago did not build more houses to accommodate the 
new residents. Instead, as the years went on, more and more people crowded 
into dilapidated and overpriced tenements in the black ghetto, sometimes 
living without heat, light, or running water (Layson and Warren, Par. 5, 2014). 
This condition led to some social problems, and one of them is the number of 
the crime among African-Americans was high. Layson and Warren further 
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explain that the quarrel among African-Americans was usually caused by the 
use of the same bathrooms and cooking facilities. Because many families did 
not see any hope and future for living in this circumstance, they reacted and 
tried to move from the ghetto to white communities. However, when they 
were trying to move from the ghetto, as their response towards housing 
segregation, they met fierce resistance from neighborhood associations, real 
estate firms, mobs, and a hostile city government. Also, many African-
Americans wanted to fulfill their dreams of having home ownership outside 
black neighborhoods for better and more affordable housing. Thus, it was 
proven that even if the Jim Crow laws had not existed as the de jure law in 
Chicago, but the practice of racial segregation was enforced through a variety 
of social customs and residential codes.  
African-Americans also experienced insufficient income. The 
centralization of poverty in urban ghettos was a direct impact of residential 
racial segregation (Seitles, Par. 27, 1996). This poverty was exacerbated by 
the housing isolation that was resulted by racial segregation. African-
Americans were unable to gain their financial condition to provide their 
family in every aspect of life. The job discrimination made them had no 
choice but to work as servants, chauffeurs, and other jobs that only gave low 
incomes. It was almost imposible for them to become white-collar 
employment. However, as the reaction of their poverty, some African-
Americans decided to be entrepreneurs and managed to find financial success 
through good fortune and hard work (Seitles, Par. 28, 1996). 
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The other problem that was resulted by racial discrimination in 
Chicago was the educational problem. At that time, education was not 
something that African-Americans considered as an important aspect in their 
life, for the educational facilities for them were limited (Taylor, Par. 12, 
2012).  This literally meant that African-Americans in Chicago did not get a 
proper education, while white Americans received a full day of education. As 
the impact of it, African-Americans suffered by lack of qualified skill to get a 
job. Also, their knowledge about their history and heritage was limited. They 
did not know about the origin of their ancestor and how they ended in 
America. However, according to Taylor (Par. 77, 2012), there are two 
reactions that African-Americans in Chicago did as the protest against 
educational racism. First, they wanted to have better facilities for providing 
their children a proper school. Second, they wanted to have courses in Black 
history so that African-Americans would know their identity. 
C. Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun 
A Raisin In The Sun, first produced in 1959, is a play written by 
Lorraine Hansberry, an African-American  playwright. A Raisin in the Sun 
became the first play written by a black woman to be produced on Broadway 
(Champion, Par. 7, 2014).   She also states that Hansberry‟s journey to reach 
this achievement was not easy. It took over a year for the producer, Philip 
Rose, to raise enough funds to bring the play to New York. A Raisin in the 
Sun finally opened on Broadway on March 11, 1959 at the Ethel Barrymore 
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Theatre after short pre-Broadway tryouts in Philadelphia, New Haven and 
Chicago.  
A Raisin in the Sun is a play primarily about racism and housing 
segregation in the 1950s (Cooper, Par. 1, 2003). The play is about a family 
called the Youngers who live in the black ghetto in the 1950s. They share a 
cramped apartment in a poor district of Chicago, where Mama, Walter Lee, 
Ruth, Travis, and Beneatha stay together inside. The practice of housing 
segregation in the play is seen when the Youngers are rejected to move into 
the white neighborhood. However, the members of the family do not obey this 
discrimination and they struggle with dignity.  
In A Raisin in the Sun, each character has significant roles in depicting 
the social situation in the middle of twentieth century of America. Walter 
Younger, the father and the head of the family, wants to be a good role model 
for his family,  especially for his son. In the play, Walter is the only character 
who strongly reacts toward the difficulties of getting proper jobs (Colas. Par. 
14, 2006). The second important character is Lena. According to Colas 
(Par.14, 2006) Lena is the character who strongly rejects Mr. Lindner‟s offer 
to rethink the idea of moving to Clybourne Park. In A Raisin in the Sun, all the 
characters are blacks except for one character called Mr. Lindner. Mr. Lindner 
is the only white character in the play. He makes the topic of racism extremely 
bright and noticeable; it is because what he does to the Youngers can be seen 
as a discrimination towards African-American. Beside those three important 
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characters, there are also Beneatha, Ruth, and Travis who help the play in 
illustrating the life of African-Americans in Chicago. 
The setting of A Raisin in the Sun takes place in the ghetto of Chicago, 
where most blacks lived. In her play, Hansberry shows the condition rerated to 
the practice of racial discrimination in Chicago‟s Southside during the 1950s 
(Colas, Par. 3, 2006). Colas explains that the city consists of overpriced, 
overcrowded, and poorly-maintained apartments and homes. He also adds that 
in the ghettos, crime rates were high and public services were limited. The 
other important evidence that makes the reader sure about the setting of the 
play is the image of exterior and interior of Younger‟s apartment, which is 
very cramped with no bathroom inside. The play notes that the housing 
industry has a racist nature because of discrepancies in housing cost within 
black and white communities and their separate housing locations. The play 
shows that racial discrimination is a terrible thing that happens in a society. 
D. The Brief Biography of Lorraine Hansberry 
Lorraine Vivian Hansberry was born on May 19, 1930 in Chicago, 
Illinois. Her father, Carl A. Hansberry, was a successful real estate broker 
whereas her mother, Nannie Perry, was a school teacher who entered politics 
and became a ward committee woman (Metzger in Burris, Par. 2, 2014). 
Metzger explains that when Hansberry was eight years old, her parents moved 
to all white neighborhoods where they experienced racial segregation from 
their neighbors. First, they were rejected in their new neighborhood as what 
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Hansberry wrote as the issue of her play, A Raisin in the Sun. Therefore, they 
did not move until a court ordered them to do so. After they moved, a mob 
attacked her family‟s house and as the impact of it Hansberry experienced a 
terrible childhood. Hansberry (In Jacques, Par. 5, 2013) said that her 
childhood beat her up and it was from that moment she became a rebel. In 
addition, Jacques (Par.5, 2013) states about Hansberry that as a 
child, Hansberry met Paul Robeson, Langston Hughes, W.E.B. Du Bois, and 
other civil rights activists who frequently visited her family. 
At the early age, Hansberry learned to fight against white supremacy. 
In protest to segregation, her parents sent her to public schools rather than 
private school (Nemiroff in Jacques, Par. 5, 2013). Furthermore, Nemiroff 
states that Hansberry attended Betsy Ross Elementary School and in 1944, she 
was enrolled in Englewood High School, where both schools were 
predominantly by white people. Those forced her to fight racism from the day 
she walked through the doors of her Elementary School. Also, she broke the 
family tradition of enrolling Southern Negro Colleges and enrolled in the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison, where she majored in painting. However, 
she did not finish her study for she was discovering that her talent did not lay 
in art but writing. Metzger (in Jacques Par. 5, 2013) justifies that after two 
years Hansberry decided to leave the University of Wisconsin to work for Paul 
Robeson's newspaper, Freedom. 
Lorraine Hansberry completed her first play, A Raisin in the Sun, in 
1957 (Burris, Par. 4, 2014). Burris adds that Hansberry took the title 
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from Langston Hughes‟s poem, Harlem, and began to publish the play by 
trying to interest producers, investors, and actors. A Raisin in the Sun opened 
on Broadway at the Barrymore Theatre on March 11, 1959. It was the first 
play produced on Broadway that is written by a black woman. Lorraine 
Hansberry received the New York Critics' Circle award for which she was the 
youngest American, the first Black playwright and the fifth woman at the time 
to receive it. Lorraine Hansberry‟s other works are The Sign in Sidney 
Brustein's Window (1964), To Be Young, Gifted, and Black: Lorraine 
Hansberry in Her Own Words (1969), Les Blancs (1970), The Drinking 
Gourd  (1972), What Use Are Flowers? (1972), and Les Blancs: The Collected 
Last Plays of Lorraine Hansberry (1972). One of her controversial works was 
a television drama about slavery untitled The Drinking Gourd. It was not 
produced, for NBC executives apparently didn't support the idea of a black 
screenwriter writing about slavery. 
Lorraine Hansberry died of cancer on January 12, 1964 at the age of 
34. Her ex-husband, Robert Nemiroff, adapted the collection of Hansberry‟s 
works, correspondence, and interviews together in To Be Young, Gifted and 
Black after the her death (Burris, Par. 6, 2014). He further says that even after 
her death, her fight for equality and cultural differences continuous through 
her thoughts.  
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E. Previous Studies 
In the field of literature, there are several researches that have already 
used Lorrain Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun as the subject of the research. 
This research presents five researches that use Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun 
as their primary source. The first is Utomo‟s Racism and Women Liberation in 
Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun (2003). In his research, he tries to 
reveal the practice of racism and sexism and the impact of those as portrayed 
in the play. In analyzing the play, he uses socio-culture historical approach as 
the theory. The second is Firdaus‟ The Guidance of a Mother in Achieving 
American Dream of the Main Characters in A Raisin in the Sun Movie (2012). 
In his research, he focuses on the role of Lena Younger as the mother and the 
main character in achieving her dream. In analyzing the character, he uses 
psychology of literature as the theory approach. The third research is 
Septiyana‟s Racial Discrimination Reflected in Kenny Leon’s A Raisin in the 
Sun Movie (2010). Her research focuses on the social issue, which is racism, 
and how does racism appear in the movie. In analyzing the portrait of racism 
in the movie, she uses Marxism as the theory approach. The fourth research is 
Oktafiyani‟s Black's representation in Lorraine Hansberry's raisin in the sun. 
In her research, she focuses on how black people, in this case is Lorraine 
Hansberry, represents black American in Americans society during 1950s. 
Also, she tries to reveal the ideology that is implied by the major characters in 
the play. In analyzing the study, she uses ideology theory to reveal the 
ideology of the characters. The last study is Rizal‟s The Younger Family as the 
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Victim of Racial Discrimination in Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun. 
He focuses on the aspects of racism that is appeared in the play and the result 
that is caused by racism as seen in the play.   
Like those researches above, this research also uses Lorraine 
Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun as the primary source. However, this research 
has some differences and originalities in analyzing the play. The differences 
are seen in the theory and the objectives of the research. This research uses 
Swingewood and Laurenson‟s sociology of literature as the theory approach 
and the objectives are to find some reactions of the society toward the practice 
of racial discrimination at the time when the play was written as represented in 
the play.  
F. Conceptual Framework 
Lorraine Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun portrays the practice of racial 
discrimination in the middle of 20
th
 century of America. The play shows that 
racial discrimination has destructive impact toward African-Americans at that 
time. The play also represents the reaction of the society at that time towards 
the practice of racial discrimination. The explanation of the theory above has a 
function to gain the objectives of the research. To investigate the relationship 
between the societies in that time with the text, the approach of sociology of 
literature is used.  
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
This Chapter starts with the discussion of the research design, the data 
type, the data source, the techniques of data collecting, the techniques of data 
analysis, and the data trustworthiness. Those discussions are the steps how this 
research is conducted.  
A. The Research Design 
This study is a descriptive qualitative research. The qualitative method 
is a research procedure which produces descriptive data such as people own 
written and observable behaviors (Bogdan and Taylor in Moleong, 2001: 3). It 
attempts to investigate the meaning of social issues that are experienced by 
people and to understand the social of individuals, groups, and culture. The 
objects of the study were described in words instead of numbers and 
measurements as in quantitative research. Therefore, since the data of this 
research were nonnumeric, this research used qualitative content analysis 
where the data were in the form of the text data or expressions. Content 
analysis, according to Kondracki & Wellmen (in Wahyuni, 2012: 122) is a 
method in qualitative research which is used to analyze text data obtained 
from print media such as articles, books, or manuals. The data that were 
collected in this research were used to analyze the aspects of racial 
discrimination and the reaction towards it in the middle of twentieth century as 
represented in the play.  Thus, the description of the data presented and 
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explored the complexity of the research. In addition, it could also engage the 
readers to understand the research. 
This research tries to discover the relation of the society when the play 
was written with the issue that was embodied in the text.  The data that were 
collected from the play should have relations to the social phenomena of the 
society when it was written. In this research, the data were about the practice 
of racial discrimination in 1950s as represented in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the 
Sun.  
B. The Data Type 
Since this research is a qualitative research, the data are in the form of 
sentences, expressions, and discourses found in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the 
Sun. The data of this research were related to the aspects of racial 
discrimination and the reaction of the society in 1950 as represented in the 
play.  
C. The Data Source 
The main source of the data in this research was the play A Raisin in 
the Sun. The play was written by Hansberry; she is one of the famous 
playwrights in America. She has a strong view about the issue of racial 
discrimination. She is able to represent the issue of racial discrimination in the 
middle of twentieth century of America through the fictional characters in her 
play, A Raisin in the Sun. The data collected in this research were in the form 
of sentences and expressions related to: (A) the practice of racial 
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discrimination seen in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, that is comprised 
from: 1) the housing segregation, 2) the difficulties of getting proper jobs, and 
3) the educational disadvantages for African-Americans; and (B) the reaction 
of the society towards the racial discrimination seen in the play, which is 
divided into: 1) the reaction of the society towards housing segregation as seen 
in the play, 2) the reaction of the society towards the difficulties of getting 
proper jobs that is caused by race inequality, and 3) the respond of African-
Americans toward educational discrimination as represented in the play.  
The Secondary source was taken from several books as the references. 
The supporting references and information particularly about Laurenson and 
Swingewood’s Sociology of literature. The theory of sociology of literature 
was taken from Sociology of Literature (Laurenson&Swingewood, 1970). The 
concept about the relation of the play with the society when it was written was 
used to analyzed the novel. It was presented in chapter two. 
The data instruments of this research were also taken from the articles 
available on the websites on the internet. The data dealt with the aspects of 
racial discrimination that appeared in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun. Also, 
some articles containing the background of the author were taken from 
internet source.  
D. The Technique of Data Collecting 
The data of this research were taken from the play. It was collected 
through close reading and comprehension. After that, the notes were taken. In 
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order to get the detail information and relevant data according to the objective 
of the research, the comprehension reading of the play was done more than 
once. 
The process of data collecting consisted of four steps, namely careful 
and comprehensive reading, note taking, data interpreting, and describing and 
categorizing the data. 
1. Careful and comprehensive reading 
Reading comprehensively and carefully was done in order to 
understand the content of the text. Also, re-reading the play several times was 
done to get more detail information and the trustworthiness of the data 
2. Note-taking 
After reading comprehensive was done for several times, note taking 
was also done after that. Note taking was done in order to collect the data of 
detail issues related to the objective of the research to be analyzed. 
3. Data interpreting 
The data that had been taken were interpreted using the sociology of 
literature. 
4. Data categorizing 
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Finally, the interpreted data were categorized into the units in line with 
the topic of the discussion. This activity provided an in-depth understanding 
towards the text itself. 
The data were arranged in the tables. The tables were used to record all 
the data that were found  after conducting a series of careful reading activity 
toward the play. The data in the tables were interpreted and categorized in the 
data sheets. 
Table 1. The Data Sheet 
No Thematic 
Meaning/ 
Classification 
Quotation/ Data Source Code 
 
 1 
1
  
 
Racial 
Discrimination/
The Housing 
Segregation 
 
You ain’t the only person in 
the world got to use a 
bathroom! 
 
 
 
 
A.1 
 
The data were then arranged based on their categories, and then 
crosschecking and re-crosschecking the data were done in order to achieve the 
validity of the research. 
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E.  The Technique of Data Analysis 
 According to Given (2008: 186), data analysis which includes 
gathering and linking the data to find particular phenomena is the important 
part of qualitative reseach. He further explains that data analysis is a process 
of organizing and classifying the data into a pattern, category and basic unit of 
analysis. In applying the data analysis technique, Creswell ( 2009: 185) 
mentions the six steps namely organizing and preparing the data, reading 
through all the data, coding the data, giving a description, interrelating 
description and interpreting the meaning of description. 
 The six steps that were conducted to analyze the data are explained 
as follows: 
1. identifying the data from the play by making some notes; 
2. reading and rereading the whole data and arranging the data into two 
major topics: the first analysis related to the practice of racial 
discrimination in the middle of twentieth century of America as 
represented in the play. Second, it explored the reaction of the society 
towards the racial discrimination as seen in the play; 
3. coding and categorizing the data in the data table into thematic categories 
related to the practice of racial discrimination that is represented in the 
play; 
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4. sorting the data by selecting the relevant data and excluding the irrelevant 
data. The selected relevant data were classified and interpreted according 
to its thematic meaning; 
5. making the interrelation between the description of the data and the theory 
to get the findings based on the objectives; 
6. finally, making an interpretation of the findings based on researcher’s 
comprehension about the theory. 
F. Data Trustworthiness 
In achieving the trustworthiness of the research, there are four criteria, 
namely dependability, conformability, transferability, and credibility (Given, 
2008: 895). Technically, it had been carefully ensured that the data of this 
research fulfilled those four criteria; therefore, this research can completely be 
trusted. 
Reading and rechecking the data carefully was done in order to achieve 
dependability. It was done because reading and rechecking the data carefully 
was important in order to give more understanding about the novel and to 
make sure that the data gained have answered the research questions. 
Conformability deals with the accuracy of the research in conceptualizing the 
study and thus, to achieve conformability, reading and analyzing the data 
carefully was done. 
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Transferability as the concept in which the generalization of the 
findings can be applied to all contexts in the same population was determined 
by the knowledge and measured by the readers understanding in order to 
achieve the clear description of the study and including a conceptual 
framework in chapter two to give a clear context and focus of the study was 
done to achieve the transferability in this research.  
The last criterion is credibility. It was needed to provide the valid data, 
so the research is reliable. To achieve credibility, triangulation technique was 
employed in this research. According to Wahyuni (2012:130), triangulation 
technique is the use of different sources of information to confirm and to 
improve the clarity or precision of a research finding. 
In this research, triangulation technique was applied. In order to 
achieve the credibility of the data, peer discussion was done with Alifiana 
Agus Ashari as the colleague majoring in Linguistics and Raditya Mahendra 
Geni as the colleague majoring in Literature study program. The reason of 
choosing those two peer viewers was because they have a good view about 
English and Literature. In addition, the data consultant was also done with the 
first and second consultants Ibu Ari Nurhayati M. Hum and Ibu Niken 
Anggraeni M. Hum who are very competent in the study of literature.  
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter presents the finding and discussion of the objectives of 
the study. It is divided into two parts. Each part discusses each research 
question that has been formulated in chapter one. The first part is the 
discussion about the kinds of racial discrimination in America during the 
twentieth century as represented in the play. There are three kinds of racial 
discrimination found in the play; housing segregation, job discrimination for 
African-Americans, and the educational disadvantages experienced by 
African-Americans. This part is needed in order to reveal the racial 
discrimination that occurs in Lorrain Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun. Also, 
this discussion is important to find the answer for the second part since the 
next part deals with the reactions toward the first finding. The second part 
reveals the reaction of the society towards the practice of racial discrimination 
in the twentieth century of America as seen in the play. It is aimed to show 
how the characters in the play react toward the practice of racial 
discrimination in the 1950s.  
A. The Kinds of Racial Discrimination in Lorrain Hansberry’s A Raisin 
in the Sun 
A Raisin in the Sun is a play written by a black woman in 1957. At that 
time, the practice of racial discrimination was no longer justified slavery. 
However, the life of African-Americans went only a little better. The play 
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depicts the life of African-Americans in facing the practice of racial 
discrimination in Chicago during the 1950s. There are three forms of racial 
discrimination which are discussed in this part. Those are related to the 
practice of racial discrimination in the 1950s in the form of the practice of 
housing segregation, the difficulties of getting proper jobs caused by race 
inequality, and the educational problems experienced by African-Americans.  
1. Housing Segregation 
The first kind of racial discrimination in Lorraine Hansberry‟s A Raisin 
in the Sun is housing segregation. Housing segregation became a serious 
problem in Chicago during the great migration between 1915 and 1950. Most 
African-Americans who moved from the South at that time found themselves 
living in a narrow strip of blocks on the South Side, the neighborhood which 
was initially named as “Black Ghetto”. As the years went on, more and more 
people crowded into dilapidated and overpriced houses and apartments in the 
Black Ghetto. Some of them lived without proper facilities such as room, 
light, or running water. The problem of the Black Ghetto above is seen in the 
play through the condition of the apartment where the Youngers, the main 
characters in the play, live. 
Its furnishings are typical and undistinguished and their primary 
feature now is that they have clearly had to accommodate the living of 
too many people for too many years—and they are tired.(Hansberry, 
1959: 3) 
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According to Colas (Par. 2, 2006), the Black Ghetto is usually marked 
by its overpriced, overcrowded, and poorly-maintained apartments and homes. 
The quotation above depicts one of the problems experienced by the Youngers 
in the Black Ghetto. The problem is seen from the condition of the furniture; it 
shows that the apartment is poorly-maintained. Some of the furniture is broken 
because there are too many people living in the apartment. It indicates that the 
Youngers‟ apartment is not only poorly-maintained but also overcrowded. 
The indication of the Black Ghetto can also be seen from the number 
of the bedrooms where they live. They live in a small apartment with only two 
bedrooms inside whereas there are five of them living in the apartment. 
 WALTER: This morning, I was looking…I been married eleven years 
and I got a boy who sleeps in the living room.(Hansberry, 1959: 15). 
From the quotation above, it can be inferred that the number of 
bedrooms in the Youngers‟ apartment is not enough to accommodate all 
members of the family. In this case, his son Travis has to sleep in the living 
room, where the rest of the Youngers are usually around until late at night. 
Another problem with housing in the play is the cost and the quality of 
houses and apartments in the Black Ghetto. In the play, this problem is seen 
when Ruth talks to Mama about the disadvantage of living in the Black 
Ghetto. They have to pay very expensive rent for their apartment with only 
limited facility that is provided.  
RUTH: ...Well Lord knows we‟ve put enough rent into this “rat trap” 
to pay for four houses by now... 
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MAMA: “Rat trap”—yes, that‟s all it is...(Hansberry, 1959: 28) 
 From the conversation above, Ruth indicates that she has been 
suffering from the practice of housing segregation. There are two conditions 
related to housing segregation that are reflected in Ruth‟s statement. The first 
is the rent cost of the apartment, which is very expensive. Ruth says that they 
have put so much money to pay the apartment by saying that if they were 
collected the money, they would have had four houses by now. The second is 
the living quality of their apartment. She mentions “rat trap” to indicate that 
the condition of the apartment is very poor. Also, she feels that she has been 
trapped in a bad condition that forces her to live under all the disadvantages of 
the housing segregation. Ruth‟s problems with housing segregation are more 
or less similar with the problems that were faced by African-American society 
in Chicago in 1950s.  Weaver (in Colas, Par. 5, 2006) says that black families 
were charged by landlords with high prices for low quality housing. Also, he 
further explains that African-Americans in the Black Ghetto had to pay 10% 
more in housing taxes and fees compare to white neighborhood. Like the 
Youngers in the play, many black families in Chicago suffered from higher 
housing costs and poor living conditions within the ghetto because they could 
not save enough money to move to a cheaper suburban neighborhood. 
The poor living condition in the play is also seen from the placement 
and the number of the bathroom of the Youngers‟ apartment. This condition 
becomes a problem because there is only one bathroom for many families.  
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RUTH: Come on now, boy, it‟s seven thirty!...You ain‟t the only 
person in the world got to use a bathroom! (The child, a sturdy, 
handsome little boy…takes his towels and…and goes out to the 
bathroom, which is in an outside hall and which is shared by another 
family or families on the same floor…). (Hansberry, 1959: 4) 
According to the quotation above, it can be concluded that the 
Youngers live in the apartment that have poor facilities. Similar with the 
Youngers‟ condition, Many African-Americans in the 1950s did not have a 
proper place to live. At that time, many landlords did not pay a serious 
attention to accommodate the apartment in the black community with good 
facilities (Colas, Par. 5, 2006). Colas also says that the treatment of the 
landlord, which only cares about money, leads to poor living condition in the 
Black Ghetto. This poor living condition is shown in the play through the 
availability of the bathroom in the apartment. The Youngers have to share one 
bathroom with many families in the same floor. 
The issue of housing segregation also deals with the treatment of white 
society towards African-Americans. In the 1950s, African-Americans were 
afraid to move to a white neighborhood for it was dangerous for them to live 
there (Colas, Par. 15, 2006). Furthermore, Colas says that this issue made 
African-Americans decide not to move to a white neighborhood even though 
they might have better facility and price there. From 1944 to 1946 there were 
more than 46 arson bombings in Chicago aimed at black homes on near the 
white neighborhood. In the play, these issues make most of the Youngers 
afraid when they know that they will move into white community.  
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RUTH: Where? 
MAMA: Four o six Clybourne Steet, Clybourne Park. 
RUTH: Clybourne Park? Mama, there ain‟t no coloured people living 
in Clybourne Park.(Hansberry, 1959: 85) 
From the conversation above, it can be concluded that Ruth is shocked 
when she knows that the house which is bought by Mama is located in all-
white neighborhood. It is reasonable remembering that it could be dangerous 
for her and her family to live in Clybourne Park. In this case, they have to deal 
with the practice of individual racism that makes them afraid to get out from 
the ghetto. The evidence of the issue is also represented in the following 
conversation. 
JOHNSON: Mmmmmmm… I bet this time next month y‟all‟s names 
will have been in the papers plently…”NEGROES INVADE 
CLYBOURNE PARK—BOMBED!” 
MAMA: We ain‟t exactly moving out there to get bombed. 
JOHNSON: Oh honey…but you have to think of life like it is—and 
these here Chicago peckerwoods is some baaad 
peckerwoods.(Hansberry, 1959: 91)  
In the conversation above, the danger of moving to an all-white 
neighborhood becomes very clear. According to Colas (Par. 15, 2006), 
moving to a white neighborhood is deadly for black family. He also says that 
the number of violence in the 1950s that was caused by this issue was very 
high. White families were afraid that their neighborhood would be full of 
African-Americans families. That is why they tried every way to keep 
African-Americans away from their neighborhood, including violence.  
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In Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun, there is a white character named 
Karl Lindner who acts as the representative of Clybourne Park, a white 
neighborhood. When he comes to the Youngers‟ apartment, he calls himself a 
representation of the neighborhood where the Youngers about to move. The 
intention of his visit to the apartment is implied in the following conversation. 
LINDNER: (more frustrated than annoyed): No, thank you very much. 
Please. Well to get right to the point I…I am sure you people must be 
aware of some of the incident which have happened in various part of 
the city when colored people have move into certain areas…Well—
because we have what I think is going to be a unique type of 
organization…most of the trouble exists because people just don‟t sit 
down and talk to each other. 
RUTH: You can say that again, Mister. (Hansberry, 1959: 102) 
By mentioning some facts about the incidents that are caused by 
colored people who move into white areas, Lindner indicates that neither he 
nor his neighborhood accepts the Youngers as new members of his 
community. He does not mention his purpose by giving explicit explanation. 
He tells the Younger that many cases of violence and bomb are caused by 
colored people who move into certain areas. What he means by certain areas 
here is the area of white communities, which are objected to be stayed by 
African-Americans. 
  According to Colas (Par. 21, 2006), the character of Lindner 
symbolizes the typical of white people in the North who pretend to deny the 
practice of racial discrimination. He further says that Lindner could satirically 
be called as a good man in a mask who does not overtly agree with throwing 
bombs or committing other types of violence. However, he nevertheless has a 
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distinct idea of whom he will call his neighbors. The following quotation 
shows how Lindner explains his attitude towards housing segregation. 
WALTER: what do you mean? 
LINDNER: Well—you see our community is made up of people 
who‟ve worked hard as the dickens for years to build up that little 
community. They‟re not rich and fancy people; just hard working, 
honest people who don‟t really have much but those little homes and a 
dream of the kind of community they want to raise their children in. 
Now, I don‟t say we are perfect and there is a lot wrong in some of the 
things they want. But you‟ve got to admit that a man, right or wrong, 
has the right to want to have the neighborhood he lives in a certain 
kind of way. And at the moment the overwhelming majority of our 
people out there feel that people get along better, take more of a 
common interest in the life of the community, when they share a 
common background. I want you to believe me when I tell you that 
race prejudice simply doesn‟t enter into it…that for the happiness of 
all concerned that our negro families are happier when they live in 
their own communities. 
BENEATHA: (with a grand and bitter gesture) This, friends, is the 
welcoming committee!. (Hansberry, 1959: 103) 
In the conversation above, Lindner gives his logic explanation to make 
the Youngers rethink to move to Cylbourne Park. However, Lindner‟s attitude 
towards housing segregation becomes obvious when he says that Negro 
families will be happier as long as they live in their own communities. This is 
the evidence that Lindner wants to keep the Youngers away from his 
community. Colas (Par. 21, 2006) says that Lindner characterization 
demonstrates the dishonesty of Northerners in denying racial discrimination. 
He also says that rather than using frontal threat, Northerners usually use a 
paternalistic language to show their intention. In the play, Karl Lindner does 
not threaten to bomb or to expel the Youngers from the Cylbourne Park if they 
decide to keep moving there. Nevertheless, he tells the Youngers that many 
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people in the Cylbourne Park will be disturbed by their presence, for they 
believe that to have African-Americans as their neighbor is not good. He 
claims that the Youngers‟ presence will affect the life of the community in 
Clybourne Park. This reason is used to dissuade the Younger from moving 
into his community. Also, Linder talks about the Negro invasions and the 
bombs as it will happen to the Youngers. 
2. The Job Discrimination 
The second kind of racial discrimination in Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the 
Sun is the job discrimination. It was one of the problems that were 
experienced by African-Americans in Chicago in the middle of twentieth 
century. According to Margo (Par.1, 1990), in the middle of the twentieth 
century, the average of annual earnings of African-Americans were less than a 
half of the average of annual earnings of white Americans. That happened 
because most African-Americans at that time could not get a fair opportunity 
to have a proper job. In the play, the difficulties of getting proper jobs are 
clearly depicted by the main characters, which are represented by Mama, 
Ruth, and Walter. None of them has a proper job so that their income is low. 
The money that they earn from their job is not enough to gain financial 
prosperity. The condition of the Younger‟s financial problem can be seen from 
the following conversation. 
RUTH (softly): Walter, that ain‟t none of our money. 
WALTER (not listening at all or even looking at her): This morning, I 
was lookin‟ in the mirror and thinking about it…I‟m thirty five years 
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old; I been married eleven years and I got a boy who sleeps in the 
living room—(very, very quietly)—and all I got to give him is stories 
about how rich white people live.(Hansberry, 1959: 15) 
From the dialogue above, it can be assumed that Walter is not able to 
provide his family well. One of the significant factors in creating this 
condition is his financial problem that is merely caused by the difficulties of 
having proper jobs that are caused by his race as an African-American. The 
unfairness to access the jobs become the main reason why he is unable to get a 
proper job. When he says that he can only tell his son about how rich white 
people are, it reflects that African-Americans‟ opportunity to have a proper 
job is contrast to white Americans‟.  
According to Ghani (Par. 21, 2011), the system of low-paying job that 
is practiced in the middle of twentieth century made African-Americans had to 
accept to work as a subordinate worker. He further explains that this situation 
was worse because they had to compete with other African-Americans just to 
be accepted as a subordinate worker. The following conversation shows that in 
the play, the competition among African-Americans to have a job is also very 
tight. 
RUTH: I‟m tired. 
MAMA: then you better stay home from work today. 
RUTH: I can‟t stay home. She‟d be calling up the agency and—
screaming at them, “My girl didn‟t come in today—send me 
somebody! My girl didn‟t come in!” Oh, she just have a fit… 
(Hansbery, 1959: 26) 
The quotation above shows that even though Ruth is not feeling well, 
she has to keep working because her position will be replaced if she does not 
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work. It indicates that the number of African-Americans unemployment is 
very high. Also, when they have a job, they have no choice except to work as 
a subordinate worker. The play shows that Walter, Mama, and Ruth are the 
victims of racial discrimination. In the play, none of them has a proper and 
profitable job. The following quotation shows what kind of job that the 
Youngers have. 
RUTH: Walter, don‟t be dragging me in it. 
WALTER: You are in it—Don‟t you get up and go to work in 
somebody‟s kitchen for the last three years to help put clothes on her 
back? 
RUTH: Oh, Walter—that‟s not fair…(Hansberry, 1959: 20) 
The conversation above happens between Walter and Ruth. It indicates 
that Ruth‟s job is just a maid in a white family‟s kitchen. Walter explains that 
his wife has worked as a maid for three years just to gain extra money for their 
family. She has no choice but to work as a subordinate worker because of 
racial discrimination. 
The same profession is also portrayed by Mama. She also works as a 
maid in a white family‟s kitchen. 
MAMA: I don‟t aim to have to speak on that again. (a long pause) 
WALTER: You ain‟t looked to it and you don‟t aim to have to speak 
on that again? …Yeah—and tell it to my wife, Mama, tomorrow when 
she has to go out of here to look after somebody else‟s kids. And tell it 
to me, Mama, every time we need a new pair of curtains and I have to 
watch you work in somebody‟d kitchen. Yeah you tell me then! 
(WALTER starts out.) (Hansberry, 1959: 58) 
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 From the quotation above, it can be implied that Mama and Ruth have 
a similar job. Both of them work as maids in somebody‟s house.  Ruth‟s and 
Mama‟s job above is a depiction of the difficulties of getting proper jobs 
experienced by most African-Americans women in the middle of twentieth 
century. Working as a maid is of course not a proper job, especially if it is 
caused by racial discrimination. The following conversation is a depiction of 
how the difficulties of having a proper job experienced by Walter as the head 
of the family. 
MAMA: I‟m looking at you. You a good looking boy. You got a job, a 
nice wife, a fine boyand— 
WALTER: A job. (looks at her) Mama, a job? I open and close car 
doors all day long. I drive a man around in his limousine and I say, 
“Yes, sir; no, sir; very good, sir; shall I take the Drive, sir?” Mama, 
that ain‟t no kind of job…that ain‟t nothing at all. (very quietly) 
Mama, I don‟t know if I can make you understand.(Hansberry, 1959: 
61) 
 Walter works as a chauffeur for a rich white American. Therefore, it 
can be implied that he also finds it hard to get a proper job because of his race. 
The contradiction of his job and his white boss makes the issue of racial 
discrimination becomes very clear. In the conversation above, Walter implies 
that he is already bored and desperate to work as a chauffeur. In his opinion, 
working as a chauffeur is not a proper job because the money that he earns 
from the job is not enough. In the play, he cannot provide his family‟s need 
without his mother and his wife‟s help. 
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The job discrimination in the play is also portrayed from the financial 
problem of the Youngers. Since none of the Youngers has a proper job, money 
becomes a serious issue for them. 
TRAVIS: Mama, this is Friday. (gleefully) Check coming tomorrow, 
huh? 
RUTH: You get your mind off money and eat your breakfast. 
TRAVIS (eating): this is the morning we supposed to bring the fifty 
cents to school. 
RUTH: Well, I ain‟t got no fifty cents this morning. (Hansberry, 1959:  
27) 
The conversation above shows that even for a boy like Travis, money 
is an interesting thing to be discussed. Travis knows that the insurance money 
will change his life. It is very reasonable because he has suffered from the 
financial problem. The example of financial problem is seen in a scene 
showing that when he asks for fifty cents of school money from his mother, 
his mother says that she has no money to be given. The amount of money that 
he asks is not much but still, his family does not have it. 
3. Educational Disadvantages for African-Americans 
The role of racism in shaping educational disadvantages for African-
Americans is another kind of racial discrimination that is represented in 
Lorraine Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun. According to Taylor (Par. 4, 2012), 
the problem of education has been a serious issue for African-Americans since 
their migration from the South to the North. At that time, the number of 
educated black Americans was very small compared to white Americans. That 
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happened because most African-Americans were discriminated and trapped in 
the black ghetto. As the consequences of it, African-Americans not only 
suffered from the difficulty of having a proper job, but also insensibly 
neglected their own history and heritage. In the play, the role of racial 
discrimination in creating educational disadvantages is obviously depicted by 
most black characters. For instance, Mama, Ruth, and Walter are suffered by 
lack of education. This problem is another cause that prevents them to get a 
proper job. As the impact of it, they do not have enough money to gain a 
financial prosperity. However, this part only focuses on the issue of identity.  
 In the 1950s, the phenomenon of African-Americans losing their 
identity was a common problem. According to Favell (Par. 4, 2005), most 
African-Americans had no idea about their own history so that they did not 
know why they ended there. He further says that the lack of knowledge made 
African-Americans easily influenced by white culture and lifestyle. In the 
play, this issue is portrayed by most black characters. As it has been stated in 
the previous paragraph, Mama, Walter, and Ruth are uneducated African-
Americans. Therefore, it is easy to predict that they have limited knowledge 
about their heritage.  
BENEATHA: Asagai, Joseph. Ah-sah-guy…He‟s from Nigeria. 
MAMA: Oh, that‟s the little country that was founded by slaves way 
back… 
BENEATHA: No, Mama—that‟s Liberia 
MAMA: I don‟t think I never met no African before. 
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BENEATHA: Well, do me a favour and don‟t ask him a whole lot of 
ignorant questions about Africans. I mean, do they wear clothes and 
all that— 
MAMA: Well, now, I guess if you think we so ignorant „round here 
maybe you souldn‟t bring your friend here— 
BENEATHA: It‟s just that people ask such crazy things. All anyone 
seems to know about when it comes to Africa is Tarzan— (Hansberry, 
1959: 42) 
In the conversation above, Mama can be considered as the 
representative of the society who has narrow knowledge about Africa. It can 
be seen that Mama does not understand the difference between countries in 
Africa. She gets accidentally exchanged Nigeria with Liberia. Also, the 
conversation indicates that Beneatha has already met many people who think 
that Africa is a jungle. Beneatha‟s statement about those people who think 
Africa is a jungle is proven in the quotation below. 
BENEATHA: OCOMOGOSIAY! 
WALTER:--Do you hear the waters rushing against the shores of the 
coastlands— 
BENEATHA: OCOMOGOSIAY! 
WALTER: --Do you hear the screeching of the cock in yonder hills 
beyond where the chiefs meet in council for the coming of the mighty 
war— (Hansberry, 1959: 70) 
The quotation above reflects the proof that Walter naively considers 
Africa as a jungle. Walter is the example of the society who tends to connect 
and to assume everything about Africa with a jungle. Thus, it can be 
concluded that education has a significant role in shaping someone‟s 
knowledge about his heritage. 
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Ironically, Beneatha, as the only educated character in the Youngers, is 
also unconsciously influenced by white culture. Even though she seems 
different with the rest of the family, still, she cannot escape from the influence 
of white culture. Beneatha‟s problem is different from the rest of the 
Youngers‟, who have problem with the knowledge of their heritage.  Her 
problem is caused by her lifestyle as a college student. The following 
conversation shows that Beneatha is not apart from the fact that she is the 
victim of white‟s culture. 
BENEATHA (turning suddenly): My hair—what‟s wrong with my 
hair? 
ASAGAI (shrugging): Were you born with it like that 
BENEATHA (reaching up to touch it): No…of course not. (She looks 
back to the mirror, disturbed.) 
ASAGAI (smilling): How then? (Hansberry, 1959: 47) 
The quotation above indicates that Beneatha does not realize that she is 
being white because what she has done with her hair indicates that she does 
not appreciate her own identity as African-Americans. Beneatha‟s problem 
with her identity is actually a common issue that is faced by many women in 
Chicago in 1950s. According to Gibney and Hansen (Par. 4, 2005), at that 
time, African Americans changed their hair to make it as straight as white 
Americans. Thus, they would gain the status of having “good hair,” which was 
commonly used to describe white hair‟s characteristics such as wavy and 
straight. 
53 
 
B. The Reactions of the Society towards the Practice of Racial 
Discrimination Seen in the Play. 
Since the play represents the problem of racial discrimination, this part 
deals with the reaction of the society towards the practices of racial 
discrimination, which have been stated in the previous part. This part is also 
divided into three sections. The first section explores how the society reacts 
toward housing segregation as represented in the play. The second section 
explains how the characters in the play respond to the job discrimination, 
which is experienced by Walter Lee, Mama and Ruth. The last section 
explores the reaction of the African-American society in defining their identity 
due to lack of education.  
1. The Reaction of the Society towards Housing Segregation. 
Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun indicates that housing system in 
Chicago has a racist nature. It could be seen from the separation of the 
housing location and the unfair living cost in the black neighborhood. In 
1950s, housing was the major problem in Chicago because the number of 
African-Americans in the city kept growing (Colas, Par. 6, 2006). Colas also 
states that housing becomes a problem because of segregation, so that they 
were all cramped in the black ghetto. A Raisin in the Sun  shows that there are 
some reactions toward it.  The reaction is actually similar among the 
characters except Karl Lindner, the only white character in the play; and Mrs. 
Johnson, who represents a small number of African-Americans who prefer to 
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live in the black ghetto. Basically, the play brings the idea of individual 
struggles against segregation and ghettoization. As Seitles (Par.16, 1996) says 
that the play is a good representation of African-Americans who want to 
escape from the black ghetto. He further explains that only a small number of 
blacks want to stay in the black ghetto.  
In A Raisin in the Sun, almost all characters have a reaction towards 
housing segregation. They are Mrs. Johnson, the Youngers, and Karl Lindner, 
who give a good illustration of how the society at that time reacts toward 
housing segregation. There are three different reactions that can be categorized 
from the characters. The first is Mrs. Johnson‟s reaction which accepts the 
housing segregation. The second is the Youngers‟ reaction, which strongly 
refuses to live under housing segregation. The last is Karl Lindner‟s reaction,  
which mantains the housing segregation. 
a. Accepting the Housing Segregation 
According to Seitles (Par. 17, 1996), there were various reactions that 
could be seen from African-Americans toward the fact that they were 
segregated in the Black Ghetto. Among the reactions, there was a small 
number of African-Americans who indicated that they were fine to live in a 
completely black community. The reason that these people did not want to 
move to an all-white neighborhood was based on their fear to move and their 
desire to live with other blacks. In the play, Mrs. Johnson delivers the 
existence of this reaction by expressing her fear to move from her apartment. 
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JOHNSON: Oh honey, I can‟t stand hardly a minute—I just droped in 
to see if there was anything I could do...I guess you‟ll seen in the news 
what‟s all over the colored paper this week. 
MAMA: No—I didn‟t get mine yet this week. 
JOHNSON (lifting her head and blinking with the spirit of 
catastrophe): You mean you ain‟t read „bout them colored people that 
was bombed out their place out there.(Hansberry, 1959: 91) 
The conversation above happens when Mrs. Johnson visits the 
Younger‟s apartment. It can be concluded that she tries to warn Mama about 
the danger of moving to all-white. She does not noticeably say her intention. 
However, by giving such information from the news about the bombings, it 
can be concluded that she wants to scare Mama from moving to Clybourne 
Park.  
Mrs. Johnson‟s reaction in accepting the housing segregation is clearly 
depicted in the following statement. 
JOHNSON: Ain‟t it something how bad these here white folks is 
getting here in Chicago! Lord, getting so you think you right down in 
Mississippi! …Of course I thinks it‟s wonderful how our folks keeps on 
pushing out. You hear some of these Negroes round here talking „bout 
how they don‟t go where they ain‟t wanted and all that—but not me, 
honey!...(Hansberry, 1959: 92) 
Mrs. Johnson‟s statement in the quotation above shows that she prefers 
to stay in the Black Ghetto than to risk her life to move to white 
neighborhood. The evidence is seen from her attitude towards the housing 
segregation. She mentions that she is different from other blacks who keep 
talking about their dream to move from the Black Ghetto. Also, she thinks that 
white people in Chicago are very bad and they will do anything to prevent 
black family like them to stay in their neighborhood. That is why she states 
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that some of the inhabitans like her do not want to move to the place they do 
not belong to. 
b. Fighting to Escape from Segregated Neighborhood 
Unlike Mrs. Johnson‟s reaction, the Youngers indicate that they fight 
against the housing segregation. The reaction can be seen from their decision 
to move into Clybourne Park, an all-white neighborhood. Their decision is 
influenced by the system of the society made by white-Americans which 
makes them suffers. The poor condition and the expensive living cost of the 
apartment become the reason why they want to move into Clybourne Park. 
Also, they want to show that they have the same right to live wherever they 
want. In the play, Mama is the first person among the Youngers who lives in 
the Black Ghetto. Her experience in the Black Ghetto has a significant 
contribution in shaping the background of the reaction.  
MAMA: (looking up at the…in a suddenly reflective mood): “Rat 
trap”—yes, that‟s all it is. (smiling) I remember just as well the day me 
and Big Walter moved in here. Hadn‟t been married but two weeks 
and wasn‟t planning on living here no more than a year…We was 
going to set away little by little, don‟t you know, and buy a little place 
out in Morgan Park. We had even picked out the house. (chuckling a 
little) Looks right dumpy today. But lord, child, you should know all 
the dreams I had bout buying that house and fixing it up and making 
me a little garden in the back…and didn‟t none of it happen. 
RUTH: Yes, life can be a barrel of disappointment, sometimes. 
(Hansberry, 1959: 29) 
From the conversation above, it can be inferred that Mama and her 
husband used to have a dream to move from the Black Ghetto. Mama tells 
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Ruth that she had a plan to move from the cramped apartment to Morgan Park. 
With the condition of the society where African-Americans are still 
segregated, Mama shows that she has courage to fulfill her dream to buy a 
house. In this case, it can be concluded that the condition of the apartment that 
is poorly maintained and the living cost, which is very expensive, becomes the 
problem that triggers Mama‟s courage to move. 
In Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun, the insurance money, which is the 
legacy of Mama‟s husband, has an important role in recreating the spirit to 
fight against the housing segregation. The money gives Mama another chance 
to fulfill her dream to buy a house. Thus, after Mama receives the insurance 
money, she decides to fulfill her dream when she finally buys a house. The 
following conversation will show that Mama finally buys a house. 
RUTH:…So you went and did it! 
MAMA: …Yes I did 
RUTH: (Raising both arms classically) PRAISE GOD!...please 
honey—let me be glad…you be glad too…oh Walter…a home…a 
home… (Hansberry, 1959: 83) 
The conversation above shows that Ruth is happy with Mama‟s 
decision to buy a house. It seems that a house is a big issue for the Youngers, 
for they have suffered by living in their apartment. However, the lack of 
housing choices for African-Americans at that time makes them confuse. 
According to Colas (Par. 6, 2006), without the same equal housing 
opportunities as white Americans‟, African-Americans only had two choices 
when they had to move. First, they had to move into the same poorly-
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maintained black neighborhood with the high cost that they might get, or, they 
could move into all-white neighborhood with less living cost and better 
facilities but very risky for their life. 
  In the play, Mama has decided to buy a house in Cylbourne Park, a 
white neighborhood. It can be concluded that she is ready to take the risk to 
move there. The experiences in the Black Gheto, where she has to pay so 
much money and gets poor facility, become the reason why Mama has no 
doubt to move into Clybourne Park. Also, it has been her dream that she used 
to have with her husband to buy a house. Clybourne Park is the place where 
there are no colored people or African-Americans. That is why Clybourne 
Park can be considered as a very dangerous place for the Youngers. However, 
Mama shows that she has a strong will to escape from the Black Ghetto when 
she decides to buy a house in there. This decision tests other Youngers‟ 
response about how strong and how brave they are to struggle against housing 
segregation. The following conversation will show how Walter and Ruth react 
toward housing segregation 
RUTH: Where? 
MAMA (matter-of-factly): Four o six Clybourne Street, Clybourne 
Park. 
RUTH: Clybourne Park? Mama, there ain‟t no colored people living 
in Clybourne Park. 
MAMA (Almost idiotically): Well, I guess there‟s going to be some 
now. 
WALTER (bitterly): So that‟s the piece and comfort you went out and 
bought for us today! 
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MAMA (raising her eyes to meet his finally): Son—I just tried to find 
the nicest place for the least amount of money for my family. 
RUTH (trying to recover from the shock): Well—well—of course I 
ain‟t one never been‟ fraid of no crackers, mind you—but—well, 
wasn‟t there no other houses nowhere? (Hansberry, 1959: 85) 
From the conversation above, it is seen that Walter and Ruth have 
different reactions from Mama‟s. When Walter and Ruth hear that the house 
Mama buys is in all-white neighborhood, they are shocked and do not agree 
with her. Ruth and Walter know that it can be dangerous for them to move to 
Clybourne Park.  It indicates that Walter and Ruth have been influenced by the 
practice of housing segregation; and their will to change it is not as strong as 
Mama‟s. Also, from the conversation above it can be implied that at this point 
Walter and Ruth‟s reaction is different from Mama‟s. The difference is seen in 
how strong their will is to escape from the Black Ghetto.  
Despite the fact that Walter and Ruth are not as strong as Mama, they 
show that they can change. Walter, Ruth, and Beneatha show their struggle 
against housing segregation when they refuse a bribe from Lindner.  
LINDNER: Well, I want to give you the exact terms of the financial 
arrangement— 
WALTER: We don‟t want to hear no exact terms of no arrangements. 
I want to know if you got any more to tell us „bout getting together? 
(Hansberry, 1959: 105)  
The conversation above actually happens not only between Walter and 
Lindner but also followed by Ruth and Beneatha who agree with Walter‟s 
reaction to deny Mr. Lindner‟s bribe. Here, Walter, Ruth, and Beneatha show 
a reaction that makes Mama proud. They refuse to accept the money offered 
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by Lindner to buy the house back. Walter says that he does not care with the 
money because he believes that his family has a right to move to Clybourne 
Park. Furthermore, they have already suffered to stay longer in the Black 
Ghetto. Lindner‟s intention to buy back the house makes Walter realizes that 
he has been oppressed by white-Americans through Lindner. Therefore, in 
order to show his spirit to fight against the housing segregation, he denies 
Lindner‟s offer to buy the house back. 
The reaction of the Youngers toward housing segregation finally 
reaches a climax in the end of the story. After the conflict about the decision 
to buy the house, they finally unite to have the same opinion about what the 
right decision they will have. This reaction is represented by Walter and 
Mama when they talk to Lindner. 
WALTER: And we have decided to move into our house because my 
father—my father—he earned it for us brick by brick. ( MAMA has her 
eyes closed and is rocking back and forth as though she were in 
church, with her head nodding the Amen yes) We don‟t want to make 
no trouble for nobody or fight no causes, and we will try to be good 
neighbors. And that‟s all we got to say about that. (He looks the man 
absolutely in the eyes) We don‟t want your money. (He turns and walks 
away) 
LINDNER: (Looking around at all of them): I take it then—that you 
decided to occupy… 
BENEATHA: That‟s what the man said. (Hansberry, 1959: 139) 
The conversation above is taken from the end of the play. There, all 
the Youngers gather and show their response to Lindner‟s final offer. They 
say firmly to Lindner that his offer does not mean anything for them. They do 
not want their dream be bought by him and the rest of Clybourne Park‟s 
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community. That is why, the decision to resist housing segregation is not a 
choice; it is a duty that the Youngers have to carry out if they want to live in 
dignity in their own home. Their resistance depicts that African-Americans 
must concern themselves with every single means of struggle. 
c. Maintaining the Housing Segregation 
In A Raisin in the Sun, all the characters are blacks except one 
character called Mr. Lindner.  The existence of Mr. Lindner, the only white 
character in the play, makes the topic of racism is obvious and noticeable 
(Cooper, Par. 3, 2003). He also states that Lindner‟s characterization is a 
common depiction of white Northern racism on the personal level. As a white-
American who lives in a white community, he is shaped to be a person who 
supports the idea of segregating African-Americans in the black community. 
In the play, Mr. Lindner tells the Youngers that most of the racial issue exists 
because people do not communicate to each other. Also he warns the 
Youngers that they will be in physical danger if they move into Clybourne 
Park. Thus, Lindner acts by desiring to keep the Youngers away from 
Clybourne Park, undeniably shows that he supports the practice of housing 
segregation. The conversation below shows how he reacts when he knows that 
the Youngers will move to his community. 
LINDNER: Yes—that‟s the way we feel out in Clybourne Park. And 
that‟s why I was elected to come here this afternoon and talk to you 
people. Friendly like, you know, the way people should talk to each 
other and see if we couldn‟t find some way to work this thing out. As I 
say, the whole business is a matter of caring about other fellow. 
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Anybody can see that you are a nice family of folks, hard working and 
honest I‟m sure. (Hansberry, 1959: 103) 
Mr. Lindner acts as the representation of Clybourne Park community. 
In his dialogue, he represents all members of Clybourne Park who want the 
Youngers to cancel their plan to move into Clybourne Park.  He shows his 
reaction by coming to the Youngers‟ apartment and warning the Younger that 
Clybourne Park may be not the right place for them. It also indicates that he is 
one of many white people who want to keep African-Americans segregated. 
Lindner‟s effort to prevent the Youngers from moving does not stop at 
that point. After explaining his logical reason to the Youngers, he continues 
doing his effort. He bribes the Youngers not to move to Clybourne Park. He 
tells the Younger that he want to buy the house back from the Younger.  
LINDNER: Well, now we‟ve been having a fine conversation. I hope 
you‟ll hear me all the way through. 
WALTER (tightly): Go ahead, man. 
LINDNER: You see—in the face of all the things I have said, we are 
prepared to make your family a very generous offer… 
BENEATHA: Thirty pieces and not a coin less! 
WALTER: Yeah? 
LINDNER (putting on his glasses and drawing a form out of the 
briefcase): Our association is prepared, through the collective effort of 
our people, to buy the house from you at a financial gain to your 
family. (Hansberry, 1959: 104) 
The dialogue above happens after Lindner utters his reason and 
excuse. It is seen that he has already shown his true purpose to finally say that 
he wants the Youngers to cancel their plan and as the change he offers to 
return the money back for them by using the money from all members of 
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Clybourne Park community. Hence, it can be concluded that all people in 
Clybourne Park refuse to have a black family in their surroundings. According 
to Ghani (Par. 50, 2011), the characterization of Karl Lindner shows that 
white people are worried if African-Americans families live together with 
them in the same community. It is reasonable because the cost value of their 
community will decrease if the Youngers move in. In facing this situation, 
they send Lindner as their representative to explain how they feel about 
having black neighbors.  He is sent because of his skill to communicate. He 
always says that he does not agree with the idea of racial discrimination. 
However, by bribing the Youngers not to move, he shows that he is part of 
people who maintain the housing segregation. 
2. The Reactions of the Society toward the Job Discrimination. 
Lorraine Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun portrays the suffering of the 
Youngers which is caused by the job discrimination. In the 1950s, most 
African-Americans were poorer than white Americans (Margo, Par.1, 1990). 
Margo also says that the opportunity of African-Americans to have a proper 
job was difficult so that they earned lower income. Mostly, they worked as 
subordinate workers in some institutions, manufactures, and individual 
employers. However, A Raisin in the Sun  shows that some characters react 
toward this issue. The play indicates that there are two reactions toward it.  
The reaction to get a proper job is represented by Walter, whereas Ruth and 
Mama show that they are not really eager to get their financial prosperity.  
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a. Being a Self-Employed Man 
According to Bogan and Darity (Par. 16, 2007), A Raisin in the Sun is 
a good illustration of African-Americans in Chicago who want to overcome 
the job discrimination by being a businessman. In the play, the effort to gain 
financial prosperity is clearly performed by Walter. His response is in line 
with how the society in the 1950s reacted toward the job discrimination. At 
that time, many African-Americans wanted to try their luck by opening their 
own business. That was because most of them worked as subordinate workers 
such as maids, chauffeurs, and laundrymen. In the play, Walter works as a 
chauffeur for a white man. This job frustrates him because he cannot fulfill his 
duty to support his family‟s needs. He realizes that most African-Americans, 
who are rich enough to be compared with white people, are those who have 
their own business.  
RUTH (immediately—a refrain): Willy Harris is good-for nothing 
loudmouth. 
WALTER: Anybody who talks to me has got to be a good-for nothing 
loudmouth, ain‟t he?...Charlie Atkins was just “a good-for-nothing 
loudmouth” too, wasn‟t he! When he wanted me to go in the dry-
cleaning business with him. And now—he‟s grossing a hundred 
thousand a year. A hundred thousand a year!...  (Hansberry, 1959: 13) 
From the conversation above, it can be seen that Walter‟s friend named 
Charlie is a successful African-American who gains his success through his 
own business. Hence, it can be inferred that Walter‟s intention to open a 
business is more or less influenced by his friend as a part of the society where 
he lives. He believes that he can also become a successful man by starting his 
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own business. The role of the society in shaping Walter‟s reaction is also 
caused by his jealousness towards white-Americans.  
MAMA: Understand what, baby? 
WALTER: …Mama—sometimes when I‟m downtown and I pass them 
cool, quiet-looking restaurants where them white boys are sitting back 
and talking „bout things…sitting there turning deals worth millions of 
dollars…sometimes I see guys don‟t look much older than me— 
(Hansberry, 1959: 61) 
 Based on the quotation above, it can be concluded that Walter wants 
to be as successful as white people. He feels envious when he sees young 
white people can run very profitable businesses. When he sees them, he is 
motivated to change his financial condition. Therefore, he plans to open his 
own business as his reaction to gain financial prosperity. The following 
quotation shows that Walter wants to realize his plan to start a business with 
his friends. 
RUTH (with a frown): Bobo? 
WALTER: Yeah. You see, this little liquor store we got in mind cost 
seventy-five thousand and we figured the initial investment on the 
place be „ bout thirty thousand, see. That be ten thousand each. 
Course, there‟s a couple of hundred you got to pay so‟s you don‟t 
spend your life just waiting for them clowns to let your license get 
approved. (Hansberry, 1959: 15) 
In the conversation between Ruth and Walter, Walter tries to explain 
his plan to open a liquor store. He believes that his plan to open a liquor store 
is the best way to escape from the poverty. He has a vision to invest the 
insurance money so that he can be a part of it. He knows that if he works for a 
white man, he will never be successful. In Chicago, the place where the play 
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takes place, African-Americans were unable to have the same opportunity to 
have a proper job; it left them no choice except to be a self-employed. 
In the play, Walter has been suffering from the job discrimination. His 
job is simply as a chauffeur for a white man and from his job, he is unable to 
support his family well. To fulfill the family needs, he has to see his mother 
and his wife work as maids in white families. Therefore, Walter has a dream 
that someday he will become a successful businessman who can support his 
family properly. The dream to be a businessman is seen in the following 
conversation. 
TRAVIS: you don‟t work in no office, Daddy. 
WALTER: No-but after tonight. After what your  daddy gonna do 
tonight, there‟s going to be offices- a whole lot of offices... 
TRAVIS: what you gonna do tonight, Daddy? 
WALTER: you wouldn‟t understand yet, son, but your daddy‟s gonna 
make a transaction...a business transaction that‟s going to change our 
lives... (Hansberry, 1959: 94) 
With the practice of racial discrimination in the 1950s, it was difficult 
for African-Americans to have a proper life. They were forced to work as 
subordinate workers with low salary. However, the conversation above shows 
that Walter, as an African-American, tries to change and to overcome the 
problem by starting a business.  
b. Accepting to Work as Subordinate Workers 
Walter‟s plan to open a liquor store is not supported by his family, 
especially Mama. In the play, Mama and Ruth do not agree with the idea of 
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spending the rest of the insurance money to open a liquor store. The indication 
of this disagreement is represented in the quotation below. 
RUTH: It‟s just that he got his heart set on that store— 
MAMA: You mean that liquor store that Willy Harriswant him to 
invest in? 
RUTH: Yes— 
MAMA: We ain‟t no business people, Ruth. We just plain working 
folks. 
RUTH: Ain‟t nobody business people till they go into business. Walter 
Lee say colored people ain‟t never going to start getting ahead till they 
start gambling on some different kinds of things in the world-
investment and things. (Hansberry, 1959: 25) 
Ruth and Mama are discussing about Walter‟s plan to open a liquor 
store. The dialogue between Mama and Ruth above indicates that Mama does 
not agree with Walter. She says that her family is not a type of business people 
because they are just ordinary black workers. However, her statement also 
reflects that she is not type of African-Americans who struggle to get a proper 
job. She has no vision to be economically better, for she is okay to work as a 
maid. Similar with Mama, Ruth does not support her husband either. The 
indication is portrayed in the conversation below. 
WALTER: Anybody who talks to me has got to be a good-for-nothing 
loudmouth, ain‟t he? And what you know about who is just a good-for-
nothing loudmouth? Charlie Atkins was just a “ good-for-nothing 
loudmouth” too, wasn‟t he! When wanted me go in the dry-cleaning 
business with him. And now- he‟s grossing a hundred thousand a year. 
A hundred thousand dollars a years! You still call him a loundmouth! 
RUTH (bitterly): Oh, Walter Lee... (Hansberry, 1959: 13) 
The conversation above shows that Walter protests to Ruth because 
she disagrees with his plan. Walter says that everything he has planned with 
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his friends is just nothing for Ruth but loudmouth. With the racist condition of 
the society where they live, Ruth believes that having a dream to be 
economically better is impossible to be realized. Another expression that 
shows Ruth‟s reaction is stated in the following conversation 
WALTER (not listening at all or even looking at her): This morning, I 
was lookin‟ in the mirror and thinking about it... I‟m thirty-five years 
old: I been married eleven years and I got a boy who sleeps in the 
living room-(very, very quietly)-and all I got to give him is stories 
about how rich white people live... 
RUTH: Eat your eggs, Walter.  
WALTER (slams the table and jumps up): -DAMN MY EGGS- DAMN 
ALL THE EGGS THAT EVER WAS! 
RUTH: Then go to work. 
WALTER (looking up at her): See- I‟m tryping to talk to you „bout 
myself-(shaking his head with the repetition)- and all you can say is 
eat them eggs and go to work. (Hansberry, 1959: 16) 
From the dialogue above, it can be concluded that Ruth is not 
enthusiastic with what Walter has said about his plan. The expression by 
saying “eat your egg” indicates that Ruth wants Walter to just accept their 
condition as black workers. This situation shows that there are two different 
reactions toward the difficulties of getting proper jobs. Ruth represents the 
reaction of the society who accepts to work as subordinate workers whereas 
Walter represents the society who struggles to escape from poverty. 
3. The Reactions of African-American Society in Defining their Identity Due 
to Lack of Education.   
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Lorraine Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun portrays the issue of 
educational disadvantages experienced by the Youngers. The issue of 
educational disadvantages in the play does not focus on formal education, but 
it emphasizes the relation between education and the role of it in shaping 
African-Americans‟ knowledge about their heritage and identity. The play 
shows that none of the black characters, except Asagai, is able to show the 
pride as African-Americans. That happens because they are influenced by 
white‟s standard of living. However, the appearance of Asagai, a native 
African character, gives a particular role in shaping their pride of being black, 
especially Beneatha. There are two different reactions toward Asagai‟s idea. 
The first reaction agrees with Asagai‟s idea about the importance of identity 
whereas the second is the opposite of the first reaction.  
a. Learning Their Identity as African-Americans 
According to Favell (Par. 3, 2005), African-Americans in the middle 
of twentieth century tried to fight against racial discrimination by using 
education so that they were encouraged to acknowledge their African heritage. 
He further states that colleges and universities at that time started to establish 
black studies programs and black studies departments.  
In the play, the use of knowledge in order to fight against the racial 
discrimination is represented by Asagai, an intellectual person who has pride 
of being black. He tries to drag in the issue of identity by teasing Beneatha 
about her appearance. 
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ASAGAI (handing her the package): Open it and see. 
BENEATHA (eagerly opening the package and drawing out some 
records and the colorful robes of a Nigerian woman): Oh, 
Asagai!...You got them for me!...How beautiful… 
ASAGAI (coming to her at the mirror): I shall have to teach you how 
to drape it properly…You wear it well…mutilated hair and all. 
(Hansberry, 1959: 47) 
When Asagai gives the present to Beneatha, he wants to encourage her 
to be proud of her African heritage. To show his reaction towards the lack of 
identity, he teases Beneatha about her hair. Thus, It can be implied that he 
wants Beneatha to let her hair grow naturally rather than straightening it. He 
wants Beneatha to embrace her roots and not to be afraid of showing her 
identity as an African-American. His background as a native Nigerian and an 
intellectual person, who has a pride of being African, becomes the reason why 
he wants to encourage Beneatha to be proud of her heritage.  
In responding toward it, Beneatha changes her appearance to look 
more natural. The following quotation is the example of how Beneatha has 
changed her appearance. 
RUTH: What have we got on tonight! 
BENEATHA (emerging grandly from the doorway…): You are 
looking at what a well-dressed Nigerian woman wears—…isn‟t it 
beautiful…Enough of this assimilationist junk!... (Hansberry, 1959: 67) 
According to the conversation above, it can be concluded that 
Beneatha has changed her attitude towards her heritage. Proudly, she wears a 
traditional Nigerian dress, which is given by Asagai. She mentions that her 
dress, which symbolizes her culture, is beautiful. Also, by saying „enough of 
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this assimilation junk‟, she admits that she used to involve white‟s culture into 
her life. However, she emphasizes that she has accepted her heritage by 
wearing the dress proudly as the symbol of her reaction. 
GEORGE: Oh dear,…Let‟s face it, baby, your heritage is nothing but 
a bunch of raggedy-assed spirituals and some grass huts! 
BENEATHA: GRASS HUTS!...See there…you are standing there in 
your splendid ignorance talking about people who were the first to 
smelt iron on the face of the earth!...The Ashanti were performing 
surgical operations when the English—were still tattooing themselves 
with blue dragons!. (Hansberry, 1959: 72) 
The dialogue above shows that Beneatha reacts towards George‟s 
ignorant statement about her heritage. Beneatha believes that George has been 
affected by the practice of racial discrimination so that he grows up believing 
that they were descended from uncivilized people. In reacting toward it, 
Beneatha tells the proof that her heritage is not like what George thinks. She 
says that in the old era, her heritage was more sophisticated than white 
people‟s. By saying this, Beneatha wants to show her pride of her heritage to 
George who thinks that white‟s heritage is more superior.   
b. Ignoring Their Identity as African-Americans 
In the middle of twentieth century, the issue of identity did not only 
bring one reaction, for there were groups of black people who accepted the 
idea of being white, called assimilationists (Favell, Par. 3, 2005). He further 
says that most assimilationists represented upper black class who acted white, 
embraced white values, and also dressed like a white man. In the play, the 
assimilationist is represented by George; he comes from a wealthy family. 
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BENEATHA: Oh, Mama—The Murchisons are honest-to-God-real-
live-rich colored people, and the only people in the world who are 
more snobbish than rich white people are rich colored 
people…(Hansberry, 1959: 34) 
The quotation above shows that George Murchisons comes from a 
black upper class family who has been influenced by white‟s culture.  
Beneatha says that the Murchisons are one example of wealthy black people in 
the society. Also, she believes that rich African-Americans like the 
Murchisons are more snobbish than rich white people itself; they usually do 
not respect their own heritage as African-Americans.  
In Hansberry‟s A Raisin in the Sun, education has a significant role in 
bringing the issue of identity. The characters who have no proper education 
such as Mama and Ruth do not know that the pride of being African-
Americans is important as a symbol against the racial discrimination. The 
following conversation shows that education has an important part in shaping 
Ruth‟s attitude toward the issue of identity. 
GEORGE (to Beneatha): Look honey, we‟re going to the theatre—
we‟re not going to be in it…so go change, huh? 
Beneatha looks at him and slowly…Her hair is close-cropped and 
unstraightened. George freezes mid-sentence and Ruth‟s eyes all but 
fall out of her head. 
RUTH (touching Beneatha‟s hair): Girl you done lost your natural 
mind? Look at your head! 
GEORGE: What have you done to your head—I mean your hair? 
(Hansberry, 1959: 71) 
From the conversation above, it can be concluded that George and 
Ruth have the same response towards the issue of identity. Ruth, who has 
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narrow knowledge of her heritage, does not understand of what Beneatha has 
done with her hair. She does not know that Beneatha does it to show her pride 
of her heritage as an African-American. Similar with Ruth, George, a wealthy 
black friend of Beneatha, is surprised when he sees what Beneatha has done 
with her hair. He thinks that Beneatha‟s natural hair is foolish. It is seen when 
he says that they are not going to be included in the theater. He indicates that 
he has no interest in looking back at his history and heritage. 
 Thus, the play indicates that the reaction towards the absence of 
identity is various. Basically, the characters in the play can be categorized into 
two different groups. The first group includes the characters who have proper 
education such as Beneatha and George Murchinson. This group has two 
different reactions toward the absence of identity. Beneatha represents an 
African-American who proudly accepts her heritage, whereas George chooses 
to be an assimilationist. Meanwhile, the second group consists of the 
characters who have narrow knowledge about their heritage and history. In the 
play, this group is represented by Mama, Walter, and Ruth. Therefore, it can 
be predicted that they do not have any interest to learn about their heritage.  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
 
After analyzing Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun in chapter 
IV, some conclusions can be formulated according to the research objectives. 
The explanation can be seen as follow. 
A. The Kinds of Racial Discrimination in Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin 
in the Sun   
There are three kinds of racial discrimination in Hansberry’s A Raisin 
in the Sun. They are housing segregation, job discrimination for African-
Americans, and educational disadvantages. The housing segregation in the 
play can be seen from three related conditions. The first is the expensive cost 
of living in the black community. The rent cost in the black community is very 
expensive, and it is even more expensive than that in white community. It 
makes African-Americans suffer financially. The second related condition is 
the poor living condition in the black community. It can be seen from the lack 
of facilities such as bathrooms and bedrooms. The last is the rejection of white 
people in having African-Americans as their neighbor. Many white people 
want to keep African-Americans segregated in the black community. 
Meanwhile, the job discrimination in the play can be seen from the financial 
condition of African-Americans and the type of job that they have. Mostly, 
they work as subordinate workers in some institutions, manufactures, and 
individuals. Therefore, it is hard for them to gain financial prosperity. The last 
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aspect is the educational disadvantages that are experienced by African-
Americans. African-Americans only have narrow knowledge of their heritage 
and identity because they never have history lesson in their school. The lack of 
knowledge makes them easily influenced by white culture.  
B. The Reactions of the Society toward the Practice of Racial 
Discrimination 
1) The Reactions of the Society toward Housing Segregation 
The practice of housing segregation in the play can be seen from the 
separation of the housing location and the unfair cost of living in the black 
community. In Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, there are three reactions of 
the society in responding this problem. The first reaction is to escape from the 
segregated area. Many African-Americans struggle to buy a house in a better 
place. Unfortunately, the better place only belongs to white community so that 
they find it hard to move there. However, better facilities and cheaper prices 
motivate them to keep moving there. The second reaction is accepting the fact 
that they are segregated. A small number of African-Americans choose to pay 
very expensive for poor facilities. The reason is that they are afraid to fight 
against the practice of housing segregation. The last is the white’s reaction as 
part of the society who keeps maintaining the housing segregation. 
2) The Reactions of the Society toward the Job Discrimination  
African-Americans’ financial problem is mainly caused by their 
difficulties of having a proper job. It is caused by the practice of racial 
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discrimination that prevents them to have a good career in their job. Under this 
circumstance, they have no choice except accepting themselves working as 
subordinate workers. In reacting towards it, many African-Americans try their 
luck by starting their own business. They realize that being a self-employed is 
the only choice they have. However, not all African-Americans are brave 
enough to change their financial condition, for some of them do not consider 
themselves as a type of businessman.  
3) The Reactions of African-American Society toward the Absence of 
Identity Due to Lack of Education    
The lack of education makes African-Americans not understand the 
importance of their heritage. It happens because they only have limited 
knowledge about their history. Therefore, it can be inferred that they choose to 
ignore their identity, for they do not know the significance of it. The reaction 
to learn the important of their identity as African-Americans is usually 
represented by those who have proper education. However, the status of well-
educated does not guarantee that they have pride to be African-Americans, for 
there are some well-educated African-Americans who accept to be an 
assimilationist.  
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      APPENDIX I 
         PLAY SUMMARY 
A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
By 
Lorraine Hansberry 
 
Characters 
Mama, Walter, Ruth, Beneatha, Travis, Asagai, Karl Lindner, Mrs. 
Johnson, George Murchinson, and Willy Harris 
Setting 
Place: Chicago’s South Side 
Time: During the 1950s 
Summary of the Plot 
Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun is a play about an African-
American family called the Youngers. They live in a small apartment in 
Chicago’s South Side during the middle of twentieth century. When the story 
begins, the Youngers are about to receive a lot of money from Mr. Younger’s 
life insurance. Among the Youngers, Mama and Walter are the characters who 
have plans about what they are going to do with the money. Mama tells Ruth, 
her daughter in law, that she used to have a dream with her husband to buy a 
house.  With the money that is about to come, she intends to use it to fulfill 
her dream to buy a house. Also, she plans to spend the rest of the money to 
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support Beneatha’s dream to be a doctor. Knowing Mama’s intention, Ruth is 
very happy because she also shares the same dream with Mama. On the other 
hand, Walter, Mama’s only son, asks Mama to give him the money to be 
invested in a liquor store with his friends. He tells his family that his plan is 
the only way out from the poverty. However, his family disagrees with his 
plan because they think that opening a business is too ambitious for an 
ordinary African-American family like them. 
After the money comes, Mama can finally fulfill her dream to buy a 
house. The house is located in Clybourne Park, an all-white community area. 
The location of the house shocks the rest of the Youngers because they know 
that an all-white community is not a safe place for an African-American 
family like them to live. However, Mama successfully convinces the rest of 
the Youngers that her decision is correct. The only member who disagrees 
with Mama is Walter, for he feels disappointed that Mama neglects his dream 
to start his own business. Walter’s disappointment creates a conflict between 
him and the rest of the Youngers. He becomes very despondent and frequently 
starts to drunk; he also skips to work for three days. These conditions make 
Mama worry about Walter’s future as the head of the family. Moreover, Ruth 
has already told Mama that she is pregnant. Hence, Mama decides to give the 
rest of the money to Walter in order to keep the family together.      
The Youngers’ problem with the white-community starts when the 
residents of Clybourne Park, that are represented by Karl Lindner, explain 
their rejection to have the Youngers as a part of the Clybourne Park. The 
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rejection is seen when Lindner says that his community wants to buy the 
house back from the Youngers. Lindner’s offer becomes a dilemma when one 
of Walter’s colleagues, Willy Harris, steals all the money that Walter has 
invested. The reaction of the Youngers in facing this dilemma is divided into 
two major reactions. The first reaction is shown by Mama, Ruth, and Beneatha 
who stand with their plan no matter what the condition is. Mama and Ruth 
believe that their decision to keep moving is more important than to have the 
money back from Lindner. Whereas for Beneatha, the money is not important 
no more since she decides to follow Asagai to Africa. The second reaction is 
shown by Walter who desperately calls Lindner to receive his offer about the 
house. However, after Lindner arrives in the apartment, Walter can finally 
regain his dignity after he sees his son, Travis, as his spirit to refuse Lindner’s 
offer. He realizes that the decision to move is very important for him and for 
his family as an African-American family who has right to stay wherever they 
want. 
 
 
 
84 
 
APPENDIX II  
THE DATA 
 
No. Thematic 
Meaning/Classification 
Quotation Data Source Code 
1 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
Its furnishings are typical and undistinguished and their primary feature 
now is that they have clearly had to accommodate the living of too many 
people for too many years—and they are tired 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 3) 
A.1 
2 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
RUTH: Come on now, boy, it‘s seven thirtty! (Her son sits up at last, in a 
stupor of sleepiness.) I say hurry up, Travis! You ain‘t the only person in 
the world go to use a bathroom! 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 4) 
A.1 
3 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
WALTER:  Not scrambled. ( RUTH start to scramble eggs.) Paper come? 
( RUTH points impatiently to the rolled up Tribune on the table, and he 
gets it and spreads it out and vaguely reads the front page.) Set off another 
bomb yesterday. 
RUTH ( maximum indifference): Did they? 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 6) 
A.1 
4 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
WALTER ( sighing and looking at his watch):…He just going to have to 
start getting up earlier. I can‘t be being late to work on account of him 
fooling around in there. 
RUTH ( turning on him): Oh, no he ain‘t going to be getting up no earlier 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 7) 
A.1 
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no such thing! It ain‘t his fault that he can‘t get to bed no earlier nights 
‗cause he got a bunch of crazy good-for-nothing clowns sitting up running 
their mouths in what is supposed to be his bedroom after ten o‘clock at 
night... 
 
5 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
WALTER (not listening at all or even looking at her.): This morning, I 
was lookin‘ in the mirror and thinking about it... I‘m thirty-five years old; 
I been married eleven years and I got boy who sleeps in the living room 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 15) 
A.1 
6 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
BENEATHA: I am going to start timing those people. 
WALTER: You should get up earlier. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 17) 
A.1 
7 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
RUTH (studying her mother-in-law furtively and concentrating on her 
ironing, anxious to encourage without seeming to): Well, Lord knows, 
we‘ve put enough rent into this here rat trap to pay for four houses by 
now... 
MAMA (looking up at the words ―rat trap‖ and then looking around and 
leaning back and sighing-in a suddenly reflective mood -): ―Rat trap‖-yes, 
that‘s all it is. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 28) 
A.1 
8 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
BENEATHA: It is my business-where is he going to live, on the roof? 
(there is silence following the remark as the three women react to the 
sense of it.) Gee-I didn‘t mean that, Ruth, honest. Gee, I don‘t feel like 
that at all. I-I think it is wonderful. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 44) 
A.1 
9 
 
Racial 
Discrimination/The 
BENEATHA: (still at the door, absently): Yes...we‘ve all got acute 
ghetto-issues. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 46) 
A.1 
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Housing Segregation 
10 
 
Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
WALTER: But, Mama, you ain‘t even looked at it. 
MAMA: I don‘t aim to have to speak on that again. (a long pause) 
WALTER: You ain‘t looked at it and you don‘t aim to have to speak on 
that again? You ain‘t even looked at it and you have decided-(crumpling 
his papers) Well, you tell that to my boy tonight when you put him to 
sleep on the living-room couch... 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 58) 
A.1 
11 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
MAMA (frightened at this telling): Well-well-it‘s out there in Clybourne 
Park- 
RUTH‘S radiance fades abruptly, and WALTER finally turns slowly to 
face his mother with incredulity and hostility. 
RUTH: Where? 
MAMA (matter-of-factly): Four o six Clybourne Street, Clybourne Park. 
RUTH: Clybourne Park? Mama, there ain‘t no colored people living in 
Clybourne Park. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 85) 
A.1 
 
 
12 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
MAMA: Them houses they put up for colored in them areas way out all 
seem to cost twice as much as other houses. I did the best I could. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 85) 
A.1 
13 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
JOHNSON: ................... 
I guess y‘all seen the news what‘s all over the colored paper this week... 
MAMA: No-didn‘t get mine yet this week. 
JOHNSON (lifting her head and blinking with the spirit of catastrophe): 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 91) 
A.1 
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You mean you ain‘t read ‗bout them colored people that was bombed out 
their place out there? 
 
14 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
JOHNSON: Ain‘t it something how bad these here white folks is getting 
here in Chicago! Lord, getting so you think you right down in Mississipi! 
(with a tremendous and rather insincere sense of melodrama) ‗Course I 
thinks it‘s wonderful how our folks keeps on pushing out. You hear some 
of these Negroes round here talking ‗bout how they don‘t go where they 
ain‘t wanted and all that-but not me, honey! 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 91) 
A.1 
15 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
JOHNSON:............. 
―NEGROES INVADE CLYBOURNE PARK-BOMBED!‖ 
MAMA (She and RUTH look at the woman in amazement.): We ain‘t 
exactly moving out there to get bombed. 
JOHNSON: Oh, honey-you know I‘m praying to God every day that 
don‘t nothing like that happen! But you have to think of life it is-and these 
here Chicago peckerwoods is some baaaad peckerwoods. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 92) 
A.1 
16 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
MAMA: Them houses they put up for colored in them areas way out all 
seem to cost twice as much as other houses. I did the best I could. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 85) 
A.1 
17 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
LINDNER (More frustrated than annoyed): …I am sure you people must 
be aware of some of the incident which have happened in various parts of 
the city when colored people have moved into certain areas— 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 102) 
A.1 
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18 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
MAMA (sadly): Lord, protect us… 
RUTH: You should hear the money those folks raised to buy the house 
from us. All we paid and then some. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 107) 
A.1 
19 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Housing Segregation 
WALTER (coming to her): I am going to feel fine, Mama. Im going to 
look that son-of-a-bitch in the eyes and say…and say, ―All right, Mr. 
Lindner—that your neighborhood out there! You got the right to keep it 
like you want! You got the right to have it like you want! Just write the 
check and—the house in yours.‖ And—a am going to say—―And you—
you people just put the money in my hand and you won‘t have to live next 
to this bunch of stinking niggers!...‖ 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 134) 
A.1 
20 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
RUTH (softly): Walter, that ain‘t none of our money. 
WALTER (not listening at all or even looking at her): This morning, I 
was lookin‘ in the mirror and thinking about it…I‘m thirty five years old; 
I been married eleven years and I got a boy who sleeps in the living 
room—(very, very quietly)—and all I got to give him is stories about how 
rich white people live. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 15) 
A.2 
21 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
RUTH: I‘m tired. 
MAMA: then you better stay home from work today. 
RUTH: I can‘t stay home. She‘d be calling up the agency and—screaming 
at them, ―My girl didn‘t come in today—send me somebody! My girl 
didn‘t come in!‖ Oh, she just have a fit… 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 26) 
A.2 
22 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
RUTH: Walter, don‘t be dragging me in it. 
WALTER: You are in it—Don‘t you get up and go to work in 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 20) 
A.2 
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Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
somebody‘s kitchen for the last three years to help put clothes on her 
back? 
RUTH: Oh, Walter—that‘s not fair… 
23 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
MAMA: I don‘t aim to have to speak on that again. (a long pause) 
WALTER: You ain‘t looked to it and you don‘t aim to have to speak on 
that again? …Yeah—and tell it to my wife, Mama, tomorrow when she 
has to go out of here to look after somebody else‘s kids. And tell it to me, 
Mama, every time we need a new pair of curtains and I have to watch you 
work in somebody‘d kitchen. Yeah you tell me then! (WALTER starts 
out.)  
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 58) 
A.2 
24 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
MAMA: I‘m looking at you. You a good looking boy. You got a job, a 
nice wife, a fine boyand— 
WALTER: A job. (looks at her) Mama, a job? I open and close car doors 
all day long. I drive a man around in his limousine and I say, ―Yes, sir; 
no, sir; very good, sir; shall I take the Drive, sir?‖ Mama, that ain‘t no 
kind of job…that ain‘t nothing at all. (very quietly) Mama, I don‘t know if 
I can make you understand. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 61) 
A.2 
25 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
TRAVIS: Mama, this is Friday. (gleefully) Check coming tomorrow, 
huh? 
RUTH: You get your mind off money and eat your breakfast. 
TRAVIS (eating): this is the morning we supposed to bring the fifty cents 
to school. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 27) 
A.2 
 
90 
 
RUTH: Well, I ain‘t got no fifty cents this morning. 
 
26 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
Travis ( quickly, to the ally): I have to – she won‘t gimme the fifty cents... 
Walter ( to his wife only): Why not? 
Ruth ( simply, and with flavor): ‗Cause we don‘t have it. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 11) 
A.2 
27 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
WALTER ( rising and coming to her and standing over her): You tired, 
ain‘t you? Tired of everything. Me, the boy, the way we live-this beat-up 
hole-everything. Ain‘t you? 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 14) 
A.2 
28 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
WALTER (not listening at all or even looking at her.): …(very, very 
quietly)-and all I got to give him is stories about now rich white people 
live... 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 15) 
A.2 
29 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
TRAVIS: Open it, Grandmama! 
MAMA (staring at it): Now you all be quiet. It‘s just a check. 
RUTH: Open it... 
MAMA (still staring at it): Now don‘t act silly... We ain‘t never been no 
people to act silly ‗bout no money- 
RUTH (swiftly): We ain‘t never had none before-OPEN IT! 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 55) 
A.2 
30 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
WALTER: It ain‘t that nobody expects you to get on your knees and say 
thank you, Brother; thank you, Ruth; thank you, Mama-and thank you, 
Travis, for wearing the same pair of shoes for two semesters- 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 20) 
A.2 
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Proper Jobs  
31 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
MAMA: Son-do you know your wife is expecting another baby? 
(WALTER stands, stunned, and absorbs what his mother has said.) That‘s 
what she wanted to talk to you about. (WALTER sinks down into a chair.) 
This ain‘t for me to be telling-but you ought to know. (She waits.) I think 
Ruth is thinking ‗bout getting rid of that child. 
WALTER (slowly understanding):-No-no-Ruth wouldn‘t do that. 
MAMA: When the world gets ugly enough-a women will do anything for 
her family. The part taht‘s already living. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 63) 
A.2 
32 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
RUTH: She said Mr. Arnold has had to take a cab for three 
days.....Walter, you ain‘t been to work for three days! ( this is a revelation 
to her.) Where you been, Walter Lee Younger! (WALTER looks at her 
and starts to laugh.) You‘re going to lost your job. 
WALTER: That‘s right... ( He turns on the radio.) 
RUTH: Oh, walter, and with your mother working like a dog every day- 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 92) 
A.2 
33 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
MAMA: I seen…him…night…after night…come in and look at that 
rug…and then look at me…the red showing in his eyes…the veins 
moving in his head…I seen him grow thin and old before he was 
forty…working and working and working like somebody‘s old 
horse…killing himself…and you—you give it all away in a day—(she 
raises her arms to strike him again). 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 117) 
A.2 
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34 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs 
WALTER: I mean—I have worked as a chauffeur most of my life—and 
my wife here, she does domestic work in people‘s kitchens. So does my 
mother. I mean—we are plain people… 
LINDNER: Yes, Mr. Younger— 
WALTER (Really like a small boy, looking down at his shoes and then up 
at the man): And—uh—well, my father, well, he was a laborer most of his 
life… 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 137) 
A.2 
35 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
BENEATHA: Asagai, Joseph. Ah-sah-guy…He‘s from Nigeria. 
MAMA: Oh, that‘s the little country that was founded by slaves way 
back… 
BENEATHA: No, Mama—that‘s Liberia 
MAMA: I don‘t think I never met no African before. 
BENEATHA: Well, do me a favour and don‘t ask him a whole lot of 
ignorant questions about Africans. I mean, do they wear clothes and all 
that— 
MAMA: Well, now, I guess if you think we so ignorant ‗round here 
maybe you souldn‘t bring your friend here— 
BENEATHA: It‘s just that people ask such crazy things. All anyone 
seems to know about when it comes to Africa is Tarzan— 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 42) 
A.3 
36 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
BENEATHA: OCOMOGOSIAY! 
WALTER:--Do you hear the waters rushing against the shores of the 
coastlands— 
BENEATHA: OCOMOGOSIAY! 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 70) 
A.3 
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WALTER: --Do you hear the screeching of the cock in yonder hills 
beyond where the chiefs meet in council for the coming of the mighty 
war— 
 
37 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
BENEATHA (turning suddenly): My hair—what‘s wrong with my hair? 
ASAGAI (shrugging): Were you born with it like that 
BENEATHA (reaching up to touch it): No…of course not. (She looks 
back to the mirror, disturbed.) 
ASAGAI (smilling): How then? 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 47) 
A.3 
38 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
WALTER: Who the hell told you you had to be a doctor? If you so crazy 
‗bout messing ‗round with sick people-then go be a nurse like other 
women-or just get merried and be quiet... 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959) 
A.3 
39 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
WALTER (looking at his wife and his sister from the door,very sadly): 
The world‘s most backward race of people, and that‘s a fact. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 21) 
A.3 
40 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
BENEATHA: Why do you give money at church for the missionary 
work? 
MAMA: Well, that‘s to help save people. 
BENEATHA: You mean save them from heathenism- 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 43) 
A.3 
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41 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
ASAGAI (still teasing and reaching out and taking her face in his hands 
and turning her profile to him): Well...it is true that this is not so much a 
profile of a Hollywood queen as perhaps a queen of the Nile- (a mock 
dissmissal of the importance of the question) But what does is matter? 
Assimilationism is so popular in your country. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 48) 
A.3 
42 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
WALTER (looking MURCHISON over from head to toe, scrutinizing his 
carefully casual tweed sport jacket over cashmere V-neck sweater over 
soft eyelet shirt and tie, and soft slacks. Finished off with white buckskin 
shoes): why all you college boys wear them faggoty-looking white shoes? 
RUTH: Walter Lee! 
RUTH: It‘s the college style, Walter 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 74) 
A.3 
 
43 Racial 
Discrimination/The 
Educational 
Disadvantages 
RUTH (with a sudden flash of impatience): Why don‘t you all just hurry 
up and go into the banking business and stop talking about it! 
WALTER: Why? You want to know why? ‗Cause we all tied up in a race 
of people that don‘t know how to do nothing but moan, pray and have 
babies! (The line is too bitter even for him and he looks at her and sits 
down.) 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 53) 
A.3 
 
 
No Thematic 
Meaning/Classifications 
Quotation Data Source Code 
1 The Reactions/Housing JOHNSON: Oh honey, I can‘t stand hardly a minute—I just droped in to (Hansberry, B.1.a 
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Segregation/Accepting see if there was anything I could do...I guess you‘ll seen in the news 
what‘s all over the colored paper this week. 
MAMA: No—I didn‘t get mine yet this week. 
JOHNSON (lifting her head and blinking with the spirit of catastrophe): 
You mean you ain‘t read ‗bout them colored people that was bombed out 
their place out there. 
 
1959: 91) 
2 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Accepting 
JOHNSON: Ain‘t it something how bad these here white folks is getting 
here in Chicago! Lord, getting so you think you right down in 
Mississippi! …Of course I thinks it‘s wonderful how our folks keeps on 
pushing out. You hear some of these Negroes round here talking ‗bout 
how they don‘t go where they ain‘t wanted and all that—but not me, 
honey!... 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 91) 
B.1.a 
3 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Accepting 
JOHNSON:.............―NEGROES INVADE CLYBOURNE PARK-
BOMBED!‖ 
MAMA (She and RUTH look at the woman in amazement.): We ain‘t 
exactly moving out there to get bombed. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 92) 
B.1.a 
4 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
MAMA: (looking up at the…in a suddenly reflective mood): ―Rat trap‖—
yes, that‘s all it is. (smiling) I remember just as well the day me and Big 
Walter moved in here. Hadn‘t been married but two weeks and wasn‘t 
planning on living here no more than a year…We was going to set away 
little by little, don‘t you know, and buy a little place out in Morgan Park. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 29) 
B.1.b 
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We had even picked out the house. (chuckling a little) Looks right dumpy 
today. But lord, child, you should know all the dreams I had bout buying 
that house and fixing it up and making me a little garden in the back…and 
didn‘t none of it happen. 
RUTH: Yes, life can be a barrel of disappointment, sometimes. 
 
5 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
RUTH:…So you went and did it! 
MAMA: …Yes I did 
RUTH: (Raising both arms classically) PRAISE GOD!...please honey—
let me be glad…you be glad too…oh Walter…a home…a home… 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 83) 
B.1.b 
6 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
RUTH: Where? 
MAMA (matter-of-factly): Four o six Clybourne Street, Clybourne Park. 
RUTH: Clybourne Park? Mama, there ain‘t no colored people living in 
Clybourne Park. 
MAMA (Almost idiotically): Well, I guess there‘s going to be some now. 
WALTER (bitterly): So that‘s the piece and comfort you went out and 
bought for us today! 
MAMA (raising her eyes to meet his finally): Son—I just tried to find the 
nicest place for the least amount of money for my family. 
RUTH (trying to recover from the shock): Well—well—of course I ain‘t 
one never been‘ fraid of no crackers, mind you—but—well, wasn‘t there 
no other houses nowhere? 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 85) 
B.1.b 
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7 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
LINDNER: Well, I want to give you the exact terms of the financial 
arrangement— 
WALTER: We don‘t want to hear no exact terms of no arrangements. I 
want to know if you got any more to tell us ‗bout getting together? 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 105) 
B.1.b 
8 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
WALTER: And we have decided to move into our house because my 
father—my father—he earned it for us brick by brick. ( MAMA has her 
eyes closed and is rocking back and forth as though she were in church, 
with her head nodding the Amen yes) We don‘t want to make no trouble 
for nobody or fight no causes, and we will try to be good neighbors. And 
that‘s all we got to say about that. (He looks the man absolutely in the 
eyes) We don‘t want your money. (He turns and walks away) 
LINDNER: (Looking around at all of them): I take it then—that you 
decided to occupy… 
BENEATHA: That‘s what the man said. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 139)) 
B.1.b 
9 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
WALTER (rising and bending over the table): Where were you, Mama? 
(bringing his fists down and shouting) Mama, you didn‘t go do something 
with that insurance money, something crazy? 
 
MAMA (putting her finger on his nose for emphasis): She went out and 
she bought you a house! (the explosion comes from WALTER at the end 
of the relevation and he jumps up and turns away from all of them in a 
fury. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 82) 
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10 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
RUTH (raising both arms classically); PRAISE GOD! (Looks at 
WALTER a moment, who says nothing. She crosses rapidly to her 
husband.)Please, honey-left me be glad... you be glad too. (She has laid 
her hands on his shoulders, but he shakes himself free of her roughly, 
without turning to face her.) Oh, Walter.... a home... a home. (She comes 
back to MAMA.) Well-where is it? How big is it? How much it going to 
cost? 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 84) 
B.1.b 
11 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
MAMA (tentatively, still looking at her son‘s back turned against her and 
RUTH): It‘s-it‘s a nice house too...(She cannot help speaking directly to 
him. An imploring quqlity in her voice, her manner, makes her almost like 
a girl now.) Three bedrooms-nice big one for you and Ruth... Me and 
Beneatha still have to share our room, but Travis have one of his own-and 
(with difficulty) I figure if the-new baby-is a boy, we could get one of 
them double-decker outfits...And there‘s a yard with a little pacth of dirt 
where I could maybe get to grow me a few flowers...And a nice big 
basement... 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 84) 
B.1,b 
12 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
WALTER: Never mind how I feel—you got any more to say ‗bout how 
people ought to sit down and talk to each other?...Get out of my house, 
man. 
LINDNER: Well I don‘t understand why you people are reacting this 
way… 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 105) 
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13 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
WALTER: …You see Mama, the man came here today and he told us 
that them people out there where you want us to move—well they so 
upset they willing to pay us not to move!...And—and oh, Mama—you 
would have been proud of the way me and Ruth and Bennie acted. We 
told him to get out…lord have mercy! We told the man to get out! Oh, we 
was some proud folks this afternoon, yeah… 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 132) 
B.1.b 
14 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Fighting to 
Escape from Segregated 
Area 
MAMA: I am afraid you don‘t understand my son said we was going to 
move and there ain‘t nothing left for me to say…You know how these 
young folks in nowadays, mister. Can‘t do a thing with ‗em!...good-bye.  
(Hansberry, 
1959: 139) 
B.1.b 
15 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Maintainin
g the Housing 
Segregation 
LINDNER: Yes—that‘s the way we feel out in Clybourne Park. And 
that‘s why I was elected to come here this afternoon and talk to you 
people. Friendly like, you know, the way people should talk to each other 
and see if we couldn‘t find some way to work this thing out. As I say, the 
whole business is a matter of caring about other fellow. Anybody can see 
that you are a nice family of folks, hard working and honest I‘m sure. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 103) 
B.1.b 
16 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Maintainin
g the Housing 
Segregation 
LINDNER: Well, now we‘ve been having a fine conversation. I hope 
you‘ll hear me all the way through. 
WALTER (tightly): Go ahead, man. 
LINDNER: You see—in the face of all the things I have said, we are 
prepared to make your family a very generous offer… 
BENEATHA: Thirty pieces and not a coin less! 
WALTER: Yeah? 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 104) 
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LINDNER (putting on his glasses and drawing a form out of the 
briefcase): Our association is prepared, through the collective effort of our 
people, to buy the house from you at a financial gain to your family. 
 
17 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Maintainin
g the Housing 
Segregation 
LINDNER:…Well because we have what I think is going to be a unique 
type of organization in American community life—not only do we 
deplore that kind of thing—but we are trying to do something about 
it…most of the troubles exists because people just don‘t sit down and talk 
to each other, 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 102) 
B.1.c 
18 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Maintainin
g the Housing 
Segregation 
LINDNER: Well—you see our community is made up of people who 
have worked hard as the dickens for years to build up that little 
community…And at the moment the overwhelming majority of our 
people out there feel that people get along better…when the share a 
common background. I want you to believe me when I tell you that race 
prejudice simply does not enter into it. It is a matter of people of the 
Clybourne Park believing, righty or wrongly, as I say, that for the 
happiness of all concerned that our Negroes families are happier when 
they live in their own communities. 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 104) 
B.1.c 
19 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Maintainin
g the Housing 
Segregation 
LINDNER: You see—in the face of all the things I have said, we have 
prepared to make your family a very generous offer… 
BENEATHA: Thirty pieces and not a coin less! 
WALTER: Yeah? 
LINDNER: Our association is prepared, through the collective effort of 
our people, to buy the house from you at a financial gain to your family.  
(Hansberry, 
1959: 104) 
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20 The Reactions/Housing 
Segregation/Maintainin
g the Housing 
Segregation 
LINDNER (coming to the table with efficiency, putting his briefcase on 
the table and starting to unfold papers and unscrew fountain pens): Well, I 
certainly was glad to hear from you people…life can really be so much 
simpler than people let it be most of the time. Well—with whom do I 
negotiate? You Mrs. Younger, or your son here?...Just some official 
papers sonny… 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 137) 
B.1.c 
21 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Being a 
Self Employment 
RUTH (immediately—a refrain): Willy Harris is good-for nothing 
loudmouth. 
WALTER: Anybody who talks to me has got to be a good-for nothing 
loudmouth, ain‘t he?...Charlie Atkins was just ―a good-for-nothing 
loudmouth‖ too, wasn‘t he! When he wanted me to go in the dry-cleaning 
business with him. And now—he‘s grossing a hundred thousand a year. A 
hundred thousand a year!...   
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 13) 
B.2.a 
22 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Being a 
Self Employment 
MAMA: Understand what, baby? 
WALTER: …Mama—sometimes when I‘m downtown and I pass them 
cool, quiet-looking restaurants where them white boys are sitting back and 
talking ‗bout things…sitting there turning deals worth millions of 
dollars…sometimes I see guys don‘t look much older than me— 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 61) 
B.2.a 
23 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Being a 
Self Employment 
RUTH (with a frown): Bobo? 
WALTER: Yeah. You see, this little liquor store we got in mind cost 
seventy-five thousand and we figured the initial investment on the place 
be ‗ bout thirty thousand, see. That be ten thousand each. Course, there‘s a 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 15) 
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couple of hundred you got to pay so‘s you don‘t spend your life just 
waiting for them clowns to let your license get approved. 
 
24 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Being a 
Self Employment 
TRAVIS: you don‘t work in no office, Daddy. 
WALTER: No-but after tonight. After what your  daddy gonna do tonight, 
there‘s going to be offices- a whole lot of offices... 
TRAVIS: what you gonna do tonight, Daddy? 
WALTER: you wouldn‘t understand yet, son, but your daddy‘s gonna 
make a transaction...a business transaction that‘s going to change our 
lives...  
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 94) 
B.2.a 
35 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
to Work as Subordinate 
Workers 
RUTH: It‘s just that he got his heart set on that store— 
MAMA: You mean that liquor store that Willy Harriswant him to invest 
in? 
RUTH: Yes— 
MAMA: We ain‘t no business people, Ruth. We just plain working folks. 
RUTH: Ain‘t nobody business people till they go into business. Walter 
Lee say colored people ain‘t never going to start getting ahead till they 
start gambling on some different kinds of things in the world-investment 
and things.  
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 25) 
B.2.b 
26 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
WALTER (not listening at all or even looking at her): This morning, I 
was lookin‘ in the mirror and thinking about it... I‘m thirty-five years old: 
I been married eleven years and I got a boy who sleeps in the living room-
(Hansberry, 
1959: 13) 
B.2.b 
103 
 
to Work as Subordinate 
Workers 
(very, very quietly)-and all I got to give him is stories about how rich 
white people live... 
RUTH: Eat your eggs, Walter.  
WALTER (slams the table and jumps up): -DAMN MY EGGS- DAMN 
ALL THE EGGS THAT EVER WAS! 
RUTH: Then go to work. 
WALTER (looking up at her): See- I‘m tryping to talk to you ‗bout 
myself-(shaking his head with the repetition)- and all you can say is eat 
them eggs and go to work. 
 
27 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
to Work as Subordinate 
Workers 
RUTH: Walter, leave me alone! ( She raises her head and stares at him 
vigorously-then says, more quality.) Eat your eggs, they gonna be cold. 
WALTER (straightening up from her and looking off): That‘s it. There 
you are. Man say to his women: I got me a dream. His women say: Eat 
your eggs. (Sadly, but gaining in power.) Man say: I got to take hold of 
this here world, baby! And a women will say: Eat your eggs and go to 
work. (Passionately now.) Man say: I got change my life, I‘m choking to 
death, baby! And his women say-(in utter anguish as he brings his fists 
down on his things)-Your eggs is getting cold! 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 15) 
B.2.b 
28 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
to Work as Subordinate 
MAMA (quietly): I don‘t ‗low no yellin‘ in this house, Walter Lee, and 
you know it-(WALTER stares at them in frustation and starts to speak 
several times.) And there ain‘t going to be no investing in no liquor stores. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 58) 
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Workers 
29 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
to Work as Subordinate 
Workers 
MAMA: I‘m sorry ‗boutyour liquor store, son. It just wasn‘t the thing for 
us to do. That‘s what to tell you about- 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 43) 
B.2.b 
30 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
to Work as Subordinate 
Workers 
MAMA: I‘m looking at you. You a good-looking boy. You got a job, a 
nice wife, a fine boy and- 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 61) 
B.2.b 
32 The Reactions/The 
Difficulties of Getting 
Proper Jobs/Accepting 
to Work as Subordinate 
Workers 
RUTH ( Turning and going to Mama fast—the words pouring out with 
urgency and desperation): Lena—I‘ll work…I‘ll work twenty hours a day 
in all the kitchens in Chicago…I‘ll strap my baby on my back if I have to 
and scrub all the floors in America and wash all the sheets in America if I 
have to… 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 129) 
B.2.b 
32 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
ASAGAI (handing her the package): Open it and see. 
BENEATHA (eagerly opening the package and drawing out some records 
and the colorful robes of a Nigerian woman): Oh, Asagai!...You got them 
for me!...How beautiful… 
ASAGAI (coming to her at the mirror): I shall have to teach you how to 
drape it properly…You wear it well…mutilated hair and all. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 47) 
B.3.a 
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Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
BENEATHA (emerging grandly from the doorway…): You are looking at 
what a well-dressed Nigerian woman wears—…isn‘t it 
beautiful…Enough of this assimilationist junk!. 
1959: 67) 
34 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
GEORGE: Oh dear,…Let‘s face it, baby, your heritage is nothing but a 
bunch of raggedy-assed spirituals and some grass huts! 
BENEATHA: GRASS HUTS!...See there…you are standing there in your 
splendid ignorance talking about people who were the first to smelt iron 
on the face of the earth!...The Ashanti were performing surgical 
operations when the English—were still tattooing themselves with blue 
dragons!. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 72) 
B.3.a 
35 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
ASAGAI ( laughing aloud at her seriousness): Oh...please! I am only 
teasing you because you are so very serious about these things. (He stands 
back from her and folds his arms across his chest as he watches her 
pulling at her hair and frowning in the mirror.) Do you remember the first 
time you met me at school?... ( He laughs.) You came up to me and you 
said- and I thourght you were the most serious little thing I had ever seen-
you said: ( He imitates her.) :Mr. Asagai- I want very much to talk with 
you. About Africa.You see, Mr. Asagai, I am looking for my identity!‖ 
(He laughs.) 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 48) 
B.3.a 
36 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
BENEATHA (wheeling, passionately, sharply): I am not an 
assimilationist! 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 48) 
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37 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
BENEATHA: Because I hate assimilationist Negroes! 
RUTH: Will somebody please tell me what assimila-whoever means! . 
BENEATHA (cutting GEORGE off and staring at him as she replies to 
RUTH): It means someone who is willing to give up his own culture and 
submerge himself completely in the dominant, and in this case oppressive 
culture! 
 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 72) 
B.3.a 
38 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Learning 
BENEATHA: Mama, Asagai asked me to marry him today and go to 
Africa— 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 140) 
 
39 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
BENEATHA: Oh, Mama—The Murchisons are honest-to-God-real-live-
rich colored people, and the only people in the world who are more 
snobbish than rich white people are rich colored people… 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 34) 
B.3.b 
40 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
GEORGE (to Beneatha): Look honey, we‘re going to the theatre—we‘re 
not going to be in it…so go change, huh? 
Beneatha looks at him and slowly…Her hair is close-cropped and 
unstraightened. George freezes mid-sentence and Ruth‘s eyes all but fall 
out of her head. 
RUTH (touching Beneatha‘s hair): Girl you done lost your natural mind? 
Look at your head! 
GEORGE: What have you done to your head—I mean your hair?  
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 61) 
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41 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
WALTER (coming away from her and starting to wander around the 
room, shouting): Me and Jomo... (Intently, in his sister‘s face. She has 
stopped dancing to watch him in this unknown mood.) That‘s my man, 
Kenyatta. (shouting and thumping his chest) FLAMING SPEAR! HOT 
DAMN! (He is suddenly in possession of an imaginary spear and actively 
spearing enemis all over the room.) OCOMOGOSIAY... 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 69) 
B.3.b 
42 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
WALTER ( On the table, very far gone, his eyes pure glass sheets. He 
sees what we cannot, that he is a leader of his people, a great chief, a 
descendant of Chaka, and that the hour to march has come.): Listen, my 
black brothers- 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 69) 
B.3.b 
43 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
WALTER: Do you hear the singing of the women, singing the war songs 
of our fathers to the babies in the great houses? Singing the sweet war 
songs! (The doorbell rings.) OH, DO YOU HEAR, MY BLACK 
BROTHERS! 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 70) 
B.3.b 
44 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
RUTH (touching BENEATHA‘S hair): Girl, you done lost your natural 
mind!? Look at your head! 
GEORGE: What have you done to your head-I mean your hair? 
BENEATHA: Nothing-except cut it off. 
RUTH: Now that‘s the truth-it‘s what ain‘t been done to it! You expect 
this boy to go out with you with your head all nappy like that? 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 70) 
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45 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
BENEATHA: How can something that‘s natural be eccentric? 
GEORGE: That‘s what being eccentric means-being natural. Get dressed. 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 71) 
B.3.b 
46 The Reactions/The 
Absence of 
Identity/Ignoring 
GEORGE: Oh, dear, dear, dear! Here we go! A lecture on the African 
past! On our Great! West African Heritage! In one second we will hear all 
about the great Ashanti empires; the great Songhay civilizations; and the 
great sculpture of Benin-and then some poetry in the Bantu- and the 
whole monologue will end with the word heritage! (nastily) Let‘s face it, 
baby, your heritage is nothing but a bunch of raggedy-assed spirituals and 
some grass huts! 
 
(Hansberry, 
1959: 72) 
B.3.b 
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